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We make it possible to change the way you drive. 
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When it comes to high performance, 
Porsche and Michelin share the same 
passion for perfection. So when 
the uncompromising Cayman GT4 needed 
a new level of contact with the ground, 
Porsche and Michelin worked shoulder 




to shoulder to craft, test and finally 
codevelop a truly exceptional high 
performance tyre. It's simply the latest 
chapter in more than fifty years the pair 
have spent together pursuing excellence 
on the road and in motorsport. 

No wonder that Michelin has been 
selected by Porsche as its strategic 
partner for tyres. 



MICHELIN Pilot Sport Cup 2 

the track tyre suitable for everyday 
use. Thanks to MICHELIN Total 
Performance you can enjoy high 
performance and optimal safety 
together in total confidence. 



Release your inner racer and discover the 
MICHELIN high performance tyre range at: 

www.michelin.co.uk 
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Total Performance 
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2015's been a year to remember, 
but 2016 is the year of the Brit 
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WHO would've thought, this time last year, 



| that the biggest motoring story of 20 15 would 
be about the Volkswagen Group recalling more than 
n million cars because they cheated emissions tests? 

One thing's for sure, that stoiy will rumble 
on in 2016 as customers and potential buyers 
continue to voice their disapproval. The latest 
UK registration figures show VW down 19,9 per 
cent, Audi down 4,4 per cent, Skoda down 10.9 per 
cent and SEAT down 23.8 per cent - in a market up 
by eight per cent. Read into that what you will. 

It's a great shame, because the VW story has 
overshadowed what has been another stellar year 
for the car industry In spite of VW’s best efforts, it 
should still be a record 12 months for car sales with 
buyers enjoying a fantastic array of new models. 

So if we look ahead, what does 2016 hold in 
store for us? 1 reckon it'll be a year when Britain 
reaffirms its position at the cutting edge of die 
global automotive stage - with cars like the 
new Vauxhall Astra, which we've dedicated 
32 pages to in this special double issue. 

The Astra is the new class leader and just 
happens robe designed by a Brit, developed 
in Britain and built here, too. So we've looked 
at the story behind the new car, talked to the 
people involved (from chief designer Mark 
Adams to die guys and girls on die factory 
floor) and looked back at previous Astras. 

Britain's not only leading the way with brilliant 
mainstream models, its sports cars (take a bow 
McLaren) are leading the world, and its luxury 
brands (Bentley, Rolls-Royce, Jaguar and Land Rover) 
are in demand across the globe. It's all down to those 
who work for British car companies - at every level. 

We're looking forward to bringing you the very 
best news, reviews and 
features in 2016. Thanks 
for being with us in 2015 
and have an enjoyable 
and safe festive period. 

STEVE FOWLER 

Editor-in-chief 

SteveJowler@deirnis.co.uk 
@stevefowler 
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New Auto Express app 
now on iPhone, iPad, 
Kindle and Android 

■ Our new app lets you start reading on iOS, 
Kindle or Android phones & tablets for free 

■ Updates sent straight to your device 

■ Plus first drives, road tests and reviews, 
and exclusive video content, too 




www.autoexpress.co.uk/app 
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D river Power is the UK’s biggest 
motoring satisfaction survey. 

Every year we need you to tell 
usaboutyourcar. Good or bad, your 
feedback helps us tell EVERY motor manufacturer 
what YOU want... and believe us, they're listening! 
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Have your say... take the survey 
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EXCLUSIVE IMAGES 



» SUV'S TECH 

REVOLUTION 

■ Exclusive images show chunky all-electric addition to i line-up 

■ Lightweight carbon fibre i5 set to deliver range of 200 miles 

1 



Steve Fowler 

5teve_Fowler@dennis.co.uk 

@stevefowler 



BMW will be celebrating its centenary 
I next year, and plans to look forward 
rather than back with the unveiling of 
its next i model, the i5. 

Speaking exclusively to Auto Express, 
BMW’s board memberwith responsibility 
for sales and marketing, Ian Robertson, 
said: “Legislation means we’ll inevitably 
have more zero emissions cars and we’re 
exploring more i models, although no 
firm decisions have been made yet.” 
However, while a Tesla Model S-rivalling 
saloon or an extended version of the i3 have 
been rumoured, it’s understood from within 
Munich that an SUV is likely to be favoured 
by BMW’s hierarchy, and our exclusive 
images show how the i5 might look. 

SUV sales continue to grow across 
the globe, especially in the crucial 



Chinese market, and BMW bosses have 
been analysingTesla’s success, including 
the demand for its new Model X SUV. 

BMW would put its own twist on things 
with the same sort of advanced tech seen in 
the i3 and i8, plus the latest in autonomous 
driving and connectivity features. So expect 
low-weight carbon fibre to feature heavily 
alongside all-electric power, with a range 
well in excess of 200 miles. 

Robertson is keen to stress that the i 
brand isn’t just about electric power, “i is 
about all technologies,” he told us. “It’s 
seen as something 
different in 
other 
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BMWi5 Top story I 




I countries to the UK, where it seems to 
be more about the power source. But we 
have advanced technologies feeding into 
our other products, such as the carbon 
fibre used throughout the new 7 Series.” 

He also stressed how the i brand will 
have longevity, with electric power - in 
plug-in hybrid form - likely to be available 
^ across the BMW range in the next couple 

■ of years. “We’ll have i tech moving into 
our products from one side in the same 
way we have technology from our M cars 
moving in from the other,” he told us. 

Sales of BMW’s i3 haven’t quite taken 
off globally in the way they have in the UK,e 
although the i8 has enjoyed exceptional 
demand around the world. “The i3 is 
working really well where there are 
government incentives,” said Robertson, 
“It’s working exceptionally well in Norway 
and California, and the UK is OK. But 
Germany has a vision for one million EVs 



"Germany has a vision 
for one million EVs by 
2020, and it's looking 
at how countries work 
with incentives” 



by 2020, and it’s looking at how countries 
such as Norway and the UK have worked 
with incentives to increase demand.” 

The arrival of an i5 could be timed 
to coincide with new German incentives, 
suggesting sales of the car are well over 
a year away. The development of battery 
technology will also play a part in the car, 
both in terms of range and packaging. 

As Robertson explained: “The tech is 



developing fast - we’ll see steps made with 
lithium-ion batteries and then lithium air 
will make progress. But next we’ll see solid 
state batteries without the wet sticky stuff 
in them - that’s where real progress will be 
made in terms of density and packaging.” 
BMW has recently announced revisions 
to the i3’s battery pack, taking the range 
of the full EV model from less than 100 
miles to around 130 miles. 
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Bold S90 saloon 
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Steve Fowler 

Steve_Fowler@dennis.co.uk 
[-) @stevefowler 



■ Exec takes on E-Class, 5 Series 
with dramatic look, hi-tech cabin 



THE all-new Volvo S90 has been 
revealed and will herald a new chapter 
for the brand when it joins the award-winning 
XC90 SUV in showrooms next summer. 

It will take on the likes of BMW’s 5 Series, 
the Audi A6 and Jaguar XF, as well as the 
new Mercedes E-Class. Like the latter, it will 
debut at January’s Detroit Motor Show. 

The S90 follows the lead of the XC90, 
and shares much of its DNA with its SUV 
sibling. It sits on the same Scalable Product 
Architecture (SPA) platform and uses an 
identical range of four-cylinder engines. It will 
come with steel or air-suspension systems 
and has a similar hi-tech, upmarket interior. 

The exterior also apes the SUV, with 
LED headlamps and the striking ‘Thor’s 
hammer’ daytime running lights, although 
the big, bold Volvo grille is concave and 
more upright than on the XC90. The S90 is 



also longer and wider than the outgoing 
S80 saloon and, according to Volvo, is 
among the biggest cars in its class. 

There’s loads of room up front, with 
plenty of adjustment for the steering wheel 
and seat, while in the rear, tall adults will 
easily fit behind a six-foot driver. Those 
wanting even more space will need to wait 
for the V90 estate, due to be unveiled at 
the Geneva Motor Show next March. 

The XC90 proved Volvo could make 
a modern, luxurious interior - and the 
S90 follows the same theme. A nine-inch 
touchscreen dominates the centre of the 

"S90 follows the lead of the 
XC90, and shares much of 
its DNA with its SUV sibling" 
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Volvo S90 News J 

A 




Big portrait 
touchscreen 
features sat-nav 
as standard, 
and comes 
with Apple 
CarPlay tech 






QUALITY TRIM XC90 proved Volvo could produce an upmarket 
interior, and S90 follows in the same vein, featuring high-quality 
materials and leather seats as standard across all trim levels 



ues Volvo's posh push 





S90 mixes 
high-quality 
wood and 
metal inside, 
and offers lots 
of space. It also 
has plenty of 
scope for seat 
and steering 
adjustment, 
and comes 
with a raft of 
safety features 






dash, flanked by longer air vents and the 
same precision-finished controls. 

The screen itself is more upright in the 
590, reflecting the fact that the driver sits 
lower than in the XC90. Leather is standard 
on all models, as is sat-nav. Trim levels 
will mirror the XC90, too, with Momentum, 
R-Design and top-spec Inscription. 

Engines will broadly match the XC90, but 
with a two-wheel-drive D4 manual providing 
the entry to the range at a price of around 
£32,000. The D4 will go from 0-62mph in 
8.2 seconds and emit 109g/km of CO 2 . For 
comparison, the most economical JaguarXF 
emits 104g/km. The more powerful D5 diesel 
cuts the benchmark sprint to 7.3 seconds, 
although emissions rise to 133g/km. 

But the star of the S90 show is the 
T8 plug-in hybrid, offering 316bhp 
and 44g/km ofCCb. A0-60mph time 
and top speed haven’t been confirmed, 
but the instant torque is likely to make 
it the top choice for performance car 



fans, until a Polestar-tuned version 
joins the range at a later date. 

AT6 petrol model will be available in 
other markets, but isn’t destined for the 
UK. However - in line with Volvo’s current 
powerplant policy - every car will have 
an advanced four-cylinder engine. 

Like the XC90, the S90 boasts impressive 
tech, with Apple CarPlay available on the 
big touchscreen and a stereo from British 
audio expert Bowers & Wilkins. 

The S90 includes plenty of safety 
systems, too. There’s the same City Safe 
autonomous emergency braking, self- 
parking, 360-degree camera and pedestrian 
detection as in the XC90, although the 
semi-autonomous driving feature is now 
available at speeds of up to 80mph - 
a big jump from the 30mph in the SUV. 

Order books will open when UK pricing is 
confirmed next spring, and cars will arrive in 
dealers for the 66-reg plate next September. 
PAGE 12: Volvo S90 Coupe revealed, too 
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THE NEW FORD C-MAX 



Looking for an intelligent and stylish car packed 
full of technology to suit all your family needs? 
Take a peek at this, 
fordxo.uk/NewC-MAX 



* 



Official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/IOOkm) for the New Ford C-MAX range: urban 33.6-60.1 10.4-4.7), 
extra urban 54.3-76.4 (5 2-3.7). combined 44.1-68.9 (6.4-4!). Official C02 emissions 149-105g/km, 



Take a little look for yourself. 



The mpg figures quoted are sourced from official ElTregutated test results {£U Directs and Regulation 69272008), are prided lor 
compare hflftv purposes and may not reflect yauractualdftving experience Model shown differs from UK specifications. 



Go Further 






Volvo S90 Coupe 




Richard Ingram 

RichardJngram@dennis.co.uk 
\ i @rspjngram 



fTl VOLVO has hinted at its desire to launch 
4 l! 3 more coupes and convertibles once it’s 
fully refreshed its current model range. An 
S90 Coupe is likely to be the first arrival, 
towards the end of the decade. 

Speaking with Auto Express, the brand’s 
senior vice president of design, Thomas 
Ingenlath, said: “First we’ll roll out the 
90 cluster, then we’ll roll out the 60 cluster. 
Then, even that new all-electric product 
and - as everyone knows by now - an 
XC40 as well. We want to manage all this 
within a four-year period. In 2019, the 
XC90 will be the oldest car in our range.” 

He told us that the trio of concepts seen 
at the Frankfurt, Detroit and Geneva motor 
shows in 2013 and 2014 would “carry [Volvo] 
quite far”. The XC Coupe became the XC90, 
and the Concept Estate will return as the 
V90 at March 2016’s Geneva Motor Show. 

Ingenlath suggested a production-ready 
version of the Concept Coupe would arrive 
in 2020. A new S90 Coupe would rival the 
BMW 6 Series and Mercedes E-Class Coupe 
when it arrives, priced from around £40,000. 
Under Volvo’s new modular engine strategy, 
it’d likely get a range of powerful petrol and 
diesel four-cylinders, as well as a T8 plug-in 
hybrid. If the brand’s push for all-electric 
cars comes true, we may see a pure EV, too. 

But the brand isn’t thinking bigger than 
the new S90 (revealed on Page 10). Asked 
whether there were plans for a Mercedes 
S-Class rival, Ingenlath said: “The flexibility 
of the SPA platform would easily allow for 
something like a coupe. When you talk 
about S-Class, we need to look at the S90 
and its rivals. That’s as big as Volvo can go.” 



"A new S90 Coupe would 
rival the BMW 6 Series 
and Mercedes E-Class 
Coupe when it arrives" 



Volvo to take on 6 Series 
with stunning S90 Coupe 

■ New two-door will battle BMW and Mercedes ■ Takes styling cues from dramatic Concept Coupe 




Production model will share current XC90's versatile SPA platform, and herald a new range of coupes and convertibles from Volvo 



Liability breakthrough on self-driving cars 



VOLVO boss Hakan Samuelsson has 
announced that his company will accept 
full liability if any of its cars crash while 
in full autonomous driving mode. 

The company has already signalled 
its intent that no individual will be killed 
or seriously injured in any of its cars by 
2020. This latest announcement paves 
the way for further development of 
autonomous driving technology. 

Until now, many legislators around 
the world have been wary of even allowing 
testing of such tech. This is due to the 
uncertainty over who’d be to blame, or face 
prosecution and claims for damages, in the 



event of a crash. But with Volvo’s landmark 
announcement, some territories will allow 
on-street testing of fully autonomous cars. 

Samuelsson said: “The absence of one 
set of rules means makers can’t conduct 
credible tests to develop cars that meet all 
the different guidelines of all 50 US states. 
If we’re to ensure a smooth transition to 
autonomous mobility, together we must 
create the necessary framework.” 

Volvo’s a leader in autonomous research, 
with the newXC90 and forthcoming S90 
featuring tech including adaptive cruise 
control with queue assist, and auto braking 
with pedestrian and large animal detection. 



"Until now, many legislators around the world have been 
wary of allowing testing of autonomous driving tech" 




By accepting liability, Volvo has paved way for on-street testing of self-driving tech 
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Peugeot 308 R HYbrid driven 




Steve Sutcliffe 

mail@autoexpress.co.uk 

WHAT’S not to like about this set of 
headline-writing ingredients: 493bhp, 
730Nm of torque, four-wheel drive, 1,550kg, 
94.1mpg fuel economy and 70g/km CO 2 
emissions, all neatly wrapped up in the 
practical skin of the Peugeot 308 GTi? 

Well, you can’t actually buy this car yet. 
Indeed, unless the engineers at Peugeot 
Sport persuade their bosses to turn the 308 
R HYbrid Concept into a production reality, 
you might never be able to drive this car. 

But having now driven it, I can tell you 
one thing without hesitation: Peugeot 
should build this car... and build it soon. 

The 308 R HYbrid is a game-changer if 
ever there was one. Considering the cars it 
would look to compete with - everything 
from a Honda Civic Type R up to and beyond 
the Audi RS3 and forthcoming Ford Focus 
RS - it has the potential to be more than 
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■ We drive Peugeot's sensational 
493bhp petrol/electric hot hatch 

just very good. On this evidence, it could 
even be the car to finally pick up where the 
205 GTi left off all those years ago. That’s 
how significant the 308 R HYbrid could be. 

Powered by a 1.6-litre turbocharged 
engine and two 85kW, 115bhp electric 
motors (one on each axle), the 308 R HYbrid 
has been in development for 18 months. 
There are three driving modes: full electric 
(known as ZEV), hybrid and hybrid sport. 

In full electric mode, you can do up to 
60mph before the 1.6-litre petrol engine 
comes alive to deliver 270bhp and 
330Nm of torque beneath your right 
foot. That’s about the same as in 
the regular 308 GTi, in other words. 

In hybrid mode, however, the electric 
motors are also used to fill the gaps 
between gearchanges and during those 
brief moments when the turbo petrol 





Essentials 



Peugeot 308 R HYbrid 



Price: 


N/A 


Engine: 


1.6-litre 4cyl turbo petrol 
plus two electric motors 


Power/torque: 


493bhp/730Nm 


Transmission: 


Six-speed auto, 
four-wheel drive 


0-62mph: 


Sub 4.0 secs (est) 


Top speed: 


155mph 


Economy: 


94.1mpg 


C0 2 : 


70g/km 



ON SALE N/A 




EQUIPMENT Central infotainment 
screen is lifted from the 308, and shows 
how and when the hybrid system is 
working - much like in a Toyota Prius 





HYBRID Electrics would be hidden on 
production car, but 115bhp motors (one 
on each axle) combine with 1.6-litre turbo 
for an impressive power total of 493bhp 








Peugeot 308 R HYbrid driven 



News# 




308 R HYbrid hits road 



■ HRST DRIVE 




Launch mode 
delivers all 
493bhp, and 
makes the 
car seriously 
fast. R HYbrid 
is agile, too 




engine is off boost. So, in this setting, 
the car feels a bit like it’s powered by an 
atmospheric 3.0-litre V6 with zero lag, 
albeit paired with a slightly clumsy- 
shifting six-speed automatic gearbox. 

However, the moment you press the 
hybrid sport button, you get the full benefits 
of all three motors and a total of 395bhp 
to play with. In launch mode, that jumps 
to 493bhp and a quite astonishing 730Nm 
until you back away from the throttle - at 
which point the engine reverts to a mere 



395bhp. In hybrid sport mode, the car 
transforms from feeling like a torquey hot 
hatch to something altogether more mad. 

Peugeot Sport claims a 0-62mph time 
of “less than four seconds”. Top speed is 
restricted to 155mph, but in practice the 
308 R HYbrid feels a fair bit quicker than 
these numbers suggest. The instant throttle 
response is fantastic at any revs and 
seemingly in any gear. You always get 
the same immediate hit of energy no 
matter what ratio you’re in. And it’s 
a unique experience in a hot hatch. 

Ultimately, this car is all about its 
drivetrain, but at the same time Peugeot 
Sport has worked equally hard on making 
the chassis match up to the power and 
torque. The handling, steering and even 
the ride of the 308 R HYbrid are sharp, 
tidy, polished and composed. The car 
feels ready for sale, and that’s just what 
Peugeot should do - before someone 
else gets there first and steals its thunder. 




H Verdict 

A MERE concept it may be, but the 
308 R HYbrid feels as production- 
ready as any concept we’ve driven in 
the past decade. Peugeot Sport says 
it’s waiting for the reaction of the 
world’s automotive press before 
making any further decisions, and 
the response from Auto Express is 
simple: build it. Having put this 
much time, money and engineering 
effort into the project and made 
this much progress on the humble 
hot hatch, Peugeot would be mad 
not to put it into production. 
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I want a great 
deal that comes 
with a great deal 
of features. #$R7 



flEPHESENTATIVE 
OVER 25 MONTHS 



YEAR 



There's nothing like knowing you are getting a great deal that's why 
we created the SR 7 range. Equipped with a great deal of features like 
Bluetooth % reversing sensors, alloy wheels and a leather trimmed steering 
wheel that puts controls at your fingertips. All this in our dependable little 
hatchback, the Kia Rio SR7, for just £239 a month And for an extra £99 
you can have our Care-3 servicing package that covers your first 3 services', 



The Power to Surprise 



(j»A) Care -3 



Fuel consumption in mpg (1/ 100km) for Kia Rio ‘SR7‘ 3-door: Urban 44.8 (6.3), Extra Urban 67.3 (4.2), Combined 56.5 (5.0), COj emissions \ 1 5g/km. 

MPCi figures are official ELI test figures for comporatiw purposes and may not reflect real driving results Available between 0 V 12/ 1 S and 3 1 /03/ IG inclusive You will not own the vehicle until all 
payments are made. At the end of the agreement there are 3 options; £i> Renew Part exchange the vehicle, In) Retain Pay the Optional Fnal Payment to own the vehicle or fid Return the vehicle 
Further charges may be made subject to mileage and condition of the vehicle Excess mileage charge 1 4 9p per mile Subject to status. T&Cs apply 18s or over. Guarantep/lndeimlty may be required 
Xia Motors Finance RH l 1 5R. Model shown: Kia Rio a 5R7' 3 - door l 23 84bhp 5 -speed manual at £10,845 including £ l ,000 customer saving Non-offer price £l t ,845 Customer savings vary by model 
derivative Specification is subject to change without notice. 'Kia Care- 3 for £99 must be activated within 30 days of vehicle legislation Care-3 is the Kiel Servicing Package that covers recofTiimendeid 
manufacturer's servicing T&Cs apply. Offer not putable with any other offer Offers not available In The IsJe of Man or Channel islands. Retail safes only. Details correct at lime of going to press. 
7 year / KXXQDO mile manufacturer's warranty For full terms and exclusions visit www.kig.co.uk. The Bluetooth : word mark and logo are registered tradernarks and owned by the Bluetooth SIG. Inc, 





Mercedes E-Class 



Inside's out on new E-Class 




DISPLAYS 

Brace of digital 
screens are 
configurable. 
Massage front 
seats also grace 
E-Class, due on 
sale next year 



■ Mercedes reveals Mk5 exec's 
sumptuous, S-Class-style interior 

f nf Jonathan Burn 

Jonathan_Burn@dennis.co.uk 

n @Jonathan_bum 

fTi PIECE by piece, the all-new Mercedes 
Jl3 E-Class is beginning to come together. 
This is our first look inside the fifth- 
generation saloon, as official interior 
images are released ahead of the car’s 
debut at the Detroit Motor Show in January. 

To help give the E-Class the upper hand 
against rivals such as the Audi A6, Mercedes 
has introduced a wave of new features. On 
the dashboard sits its next-generation digital 
readout, made up of two bonded 12.3-inch 
HD displays. The system will be fitted as 
standard on all models except the base 
version, which makes do with analogue 
dials and a separate 8.4-inch colour 
display. Both systems get Apple CarPlay. 

Other new additions include two touch- 
sensitive steering wheel pads, which let the 
driver control the displays independently 
without taking their hands off the wheel. 

The screens are configurable and can 
display things such as nav instructions 
and vehicle settings, while you can choose 
between three separate instrument cluster 
designs - Classic, Sport and Progressive. 

The cabin will feel familiar to those 
who’ve sat in the flagship S-Class, with 
the four central air vents, a wraparound 
dash and flowing centre console that 
houses Mercedes’ COMAND 
controller. The 
E-Class also has 
massaging 
front seats 
and panel 
heating on 
the armrests. 

Gerd Schottke, 



E-Class interior designer, told Auto 
Express: “Simplicity is a very strong 
driver for us. Reduce complexity and 
reduce switches - keep it simple. A 
new product from Mercedes has to 
be a new holistic experience, from 
the moment you grab the keys.” 
Elsewhere, the cabin features 64 
ambient lighting colours, a new woven 
metal dash finish and an uprated 23- 
speaker Burmester stereo. Final prices 
and specs will be announced in January. 



Turbo V8 confirmed for Lambo SUV 



LAMBORGHINI has confirmed that it will 
use a new turbo V8 in its 2018 Urus SUV. 

A 4.0-litre twin-turbo will be fitted, 
with CEO Stephan Winkelmann telling Auto 
Express: “For the first time we will have a 
turbo engine inside - a V8. But the Urus will 
still be the fastest and most powerful SUV.” 
Lambo’s sports cars will stick with natural 
aspiration, but Winkelmann said: “We will not 
say we won’t go with that [turbos in future] 
if it’s better than what we have today.” 
Meanwhile, the brand is set to mark the 
100th anniversary of the birth of founder 
Ferrucio Lamborghini with a limited run 
supercar at next year’s Geneva Motor Show. 

It’ll use an upgraded version of Lambo’s 
VI 2 and is likely to be badged Centenario. 
Twenty will be built, and Winkelmann told 
us: “It’ll be a completely different design 
from both the Huracan and Aventador.” 




Lambo first showed Urus concept in 2012; now production car will get a turbo engine 



Next Bugatti to 
be called Chiron 




BUGATTI has 
confirmed its 
next-generation 
hypercar will 
be called the 
Chiron. The 
name comes 
from Louis 
Chiron, who raced 
for Bugatti through 
the twenties and 
thirties, winning numerous grands prix. 

The brief for the new car was simple: 
“Make the best significantly better.” 
Bugatti says the Chiron - which is set to 
boast l,500bhp-plus - will be “the best 
super sports car of the present day”. 

A production version is touted for 
a Geneva Motor Show reveal in March. 
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NEW 

PEUGEOT 

208 

RE-ENERGISED 
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WARRANTY 

SERVICING 

CAR TAX" 

ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 



0%APR 



£500 DEPOSIT 
CONTRIBUTION' 



REPRESENTATIVE' 



PURE 



tech 



peuc(=o*ri™-«TofAL Official Fuel Consumption in MPG {[/ 100km} and COj emissions (g/km) for the New 208 Range are- Urban 40,4- 78.5 
(7.0 - 3.6], Extra Urban 61,4-104.6 (4.6 - 27), Combined 52.3-94 .2 (5.4- 3.0) and CQa 125-79 (g/km). 



MPG or* achieved unfler olPJHOl eu test -tonfjilicny .nuri^rtj 01 3 a«!di *0' i-ompcrBl,wt purports CNlly WHl rf>0y not rrMect OCtUol pn-thfr-rwC tffivmg condition*. -nPBfeSlfrtiaLN* Q 3 * pvfrr |.' tTIOnUll. l«rms 0-ni COrtdnliOTiS apply. 

eoftlelMtlftfl dealer's a-iiyor v -m pe-jgeai.co.dt. Pumjiso! Motor Ccntpon* plc iso tied-t brcAer -set a Imder. We w li only Inuxlgce tpou toFe*n)frin FlimncieiJ Str a yudfcnlrr may be i cd <nii ed F inance provided. by end wiilren ouomLmp 1 
available From PSA l 'nonce UK ltd L-'a Peugeot F Marcia! Services, Quadrant Manse, t*nncesi Way. fted*’.' i, fit-<l 1 QA. -jccss nuleoge charges mag apply. ‘The .'If st year Rood I’und Ltente [*H!« is included >-■• S»w an the road p»lte_ Ins Dealer 
wll proviOB CoitamrTK With 0 irhoitu* equlufllen!. IP Iwxv m* CLrrrflnl RF1, eU>T, The ^?tpm*r apoly rgr jOCT- 3 & 1 UFl Juv! Add Fut?l* ;;AF | i* subject Ip «OlUlL,*M.rinnom age 71.. 25 Or 30 on ejected models TnOitinlpm qge 75 
PolityhipLdwr mult have a rttiirmuiTi tff J y*dtt NCD Lo «t* on the **hlftki. All dnven mi-st hwl edibility GriUna including minimum 2 ^eo-i full UK I -Fence, driving cdltviction^doimR limit*. Ui.<r5j,u£ apjrly i year* -AOtar mAuranc* ■* 
provided and u^der-wf.rren thj ■ 1 * IrsuremcE 1 m«wfl, wh -:h >5 author 5«J by the n iriecr^oi ftegniocian Author -tu and rag in ate it &y the F ncn-ccil Conduct AytKr.r; r g ani rh® ■-■ rudenr ,-j ^eg .-.-.con AjtHo'IIij !■'- jments will vni , according to 
age. eost code end amurtl milage The cosisol kfivuronte. lerv’itina ano Ggottaude Assistance sre included within the manihlj coil el JAr Passport, bui ore provided on a rnohErilu poy-os-uou-go Oasis nod can be corwellvd oL ona lime 
w.thoul &er-alnjc un i ttii' j g the remoindw iii th«i IAF Pasieoii wnirc^. R^uim* ‘wii'vhc.inq inciudWl tthlg ERtludei weor per l s. '■f 5EJ3 depose sontjihution at p Nd piljjNh <0 dealers All .trflers avaAdble pn dudlilyii^4 vehitlw pfdeird and 
regreierad. between 0 1 >' i0f70LS and at until sveh lir't! as they r»ay be wiEhdf?wci PeuyeolaL Hi camplela discfetion livioge shown roi illuitrallqn t»u< pains onJiy. Model shown is □. 200 Hotcbbach i 2 Pu-eTech S3 itfoor Alluje 
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Porsche Mission E 



Green light for Porsche's 
new all-electric supercar 



■ OFFICIAL 




Strikingly styled Porsche concept wowed Frankfurt; now production car is on the way 



■ Mission E gets the go-ahead 

■ New assembly plant to build it 

O 

. j Lawrence Allan 

Lawrence_Allan@dennis.co.uk 

PORSCHE has confirmed that the 
Mission E concept, first seen at this 
year’s Frankfurt Motor Show, has got the go- 
ahead for production and will arrive by 2020. 

In concept form, the Mission E was 
powered by a state-of-the-art 800-volt 
drive system with two electric motors, 
and a battery Porsche claims is more 
powerful than that of any current EV. 

The resulting 592bhp gets it from 
0-62mph in 3.5 seconds, yet it is also 
capable of a 310-mile range. The batteries 
can be charged to 80 per cent capacity in 
15 minutes with Porsche’s ‘Turbo Charging’ 
system, with the option of wireless 
inductive charging also available. 

The brand’s first pure EV will herald a new 
era in battery-powered Porsches, and will 
entail massive investment for a new plant to 
produce it, too. As the VW Group looks to 
move on from the Dieselgate scandal, it 
previously announced its commitment 
across all its brands to launching a number 
of electric and hybrid models in the next few 
years. The group has confirmed the next VW 
Phaeton will be electric, and now Porsche 
will get in on the act with the Mission E. 

As a measure of the extent of the 
commitment to electric vehicle production, 
around 700million Euros (£505m) will be 
invested in Porsche’s main Stuttgart site to 
accommodate an extra assembly plant and 
paint shop. The existing engine factory will 



"The Mission E's 592bhp 
gets it from 0-62mph in 
3.5 seconds, yet it also 
has a 310-mile range" 



also expand for electric motor production, 
while over 1,000 extra jobs will be created 
there alone. Another 300million Euros 
(£216m) will boost other areas of the firm. 
Dr Olivier Blume, chairman of Porsche’s 
executive board, said it’s the “beginning of a 
new chapter in the history of the sports car”. 





news 
in brief 




Kia names it price 
on latest Optima 

KIA has announced prices for its new 
Optima (above). The saloon is claimed 
to be more upmarket, more fun to 
drive and more economical than its 
predecessor, but the starting price 
has risen from £19,995 to £21,495. 

With the 1 trim dropped, the range 
will consist of 2, 3 and 4 models, with 
GT-Line and GT coming later in 2016. 

The car goes on sale on 5 January. 

Audi to attend the 
London Motor Show 

AUDI is the latest brand to confirm 
attendance at next year’s London 
Motor Show, where it will be 
represented by dealer group Marshall. 

The show is being billed as an event 
for the whole family, with an impressive 
list of dealer-backed attendees 
including Tesla, Jaguar, VW, Mazda, 

BMW, Nissan, Hyundai, Ford and Volvo. 

The show takes place in Battersea 
Park, South London from 5 to 8 May 
2016, with tickets available from 
www. thelondonmotorshow.co. uk. 



Honda hikes its prices 




New HR-V 
sees biggest 
rise in Honda's 
rather unfestive 
price hike 



Major tech update 
for Vauxhall Corsa 

VAUXHALL has added its IntelliLink 
and OnStar systems to the Corsa. 

The IntelliLink R4.0 touchscreen, 
standard on Energy models up, now 
has Android Auto and Apple CarPlay 
connectivity, plus Bluetooth and USB. 

Meanwhile, OnStar gives access 
to a manned assistance line, and will 
contact the emergency services after 
a crash. It also offers Wi-Fi. It’s free 
for the first year, then £79 annually. 
PAGE 59: New Astra special 




HONDA is playing Scrooge this Christmas 
by announcing a price hike across its range. 

The increase works out at an average 
of 2.3 per cent. The biggest rise, which is in 
effect already, comes on the HR-V, with a 
4.4 per cent increase, so the range now 
starts at £18,495. On 4 January, prices for 
the new Jazz will go up by an average of 



2.3 per cent, although it’ll still cost from 
£13,495, while the CR-V will rise by 
1.9 per cent, and start from £22,770. 
Civic prices are going up by 2.3 per cent. 

The managing director of Honda UK, 
Philip Crossman, was keen to stress 
that the price rise was only made in 
line with the brand’s main competitors. 



Tuner gives MX-5 
power upgrades 



BRITISH tuning firm BBR has boosted 
the performance of the new Mazda MX-5 
(below) with its Super 190 package. 

It builds on the 2.0-litre version by 
upping power from 158bhp to 187bhp. 

It costs £1,995, but there’s also a Super 
175+ pack which ups power to 175bhp 
for £495. In addition, 1.5 owners can 
add the Super 160 pack (also £495), 
boosting power to 1 58bhp. The changes 
invalidate Mazda’s warranty, but 
BBR offers its own powertrain cover. 
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McLaren 675LT Spider 



McLaren's 675LT Spider 




the Spider’s 3.8-litre twin-turbo V8 
produces 666bhp and 700Nm of 
torque. You might expect the car 
to weigh a lot more than the coupe, 
but thanks to the carbon fibre 
construction just 40kg has been 
added by the roof mechanism - 
so performance is nearly identical. 

The Spider gets from 0-62mph in 
2.9 seconds, and on to a top speed of 



203mph - that’s 2mph down on the 
coupe. Compared to the 650S Spider, 
the 675LT has a 20mm wider track, 
stiffer springs and is 100kg lighter, plus 
there’s 40 per cent more downforce. 

The interior is stripped back, with thin 
racing seats based on those from the PI 
hypercar. It still features a large central 
touchscreen and a stereo system, but the 
air-con has been removed to save weight. 



■ Only 500 to be sold globally 

■ 0-62mph in 2.9 secs; 203mph 

^ ^ Sam Naylor 

n \W Sam_Naylor@dennis.co.uk 

{.’ll @SamNaylor_AE 

McLAREN’S model expansion continues 
apace with this, the 675LT Spider. It’s 
the second car in the company’s Super 
Series to use the LT (Longtail) name after 
the coupe version was introduced at the 
Geneva Motor Show in March. Both cars 
share their name and design ethos with the 
Le Mans-winning FI GTR Longtail from 1997. 

The 675LT Spider will be limited to just 
500 sales around the world, so you’ll need 
to get your order in quick. Just make sure 
you’ve got enough spare change in your 
pocket as it will set you back £285,450 - 
a £25,950 premium over the coupe. 

Its folding hard-top can be opened 
and closed at speeds of up to 19mph and 
sits beneath a tonneau cover behind the 
cockpit, but the V8 is still visible through 
the transparent engine cover. Like the 650S 
Spider, opening the top exposes two flying 
buttresses behind the driver and passenger 
- a subtle nod to McLaren’s FI heritage. 

The rest of the design doesn’t stray 
far from the coupe, with the same large 
side air intakes, aggressive front splitter 
and the long tail at the back. The rounded 
twin exhaust pipes housed above the 
wild rear diffuser remain, too. 

There’s an extra paint option 
exclusive to the Spider, called Solis 
and revealed in these official pictures, 
while lightweight 20-inch alloys wear 
special Pirelli tyres developed for the 
car. There’s also the option of a new 
20-spoke alloy wheel design seen in 
our main image. Like the coupe version, 



Infiniti still planning hot Mercedes-AMG rival 



INFINITI will forge ahead with plans to 
create a performance model to take on 
Mercedes-AMG and BMW’s M division, 
the company’s chief has told Auto Express. 

Speaking as the first Q30 rolled off the 
line at owner Nissan’s Sunderland plant, 
Infiniti global president Roland Kruger said: 
“Every premium brand with performance 
aspirations needs a halo - a model that 
symbolises power and performance.” 

But don’t expect to buy a hot Infiniti 
soon. The maker has more important cars 
to launch first. “We need to concentrate on 
cars like Q30,” Kruger told us. “That said, 
next year we’ll launch the Q60 with a 
powerful 3.0-litre twin-turbo engine.” 

Last year, Infiniti revealed the Q50 Eau 
Rouge concept (right), but discussion of a 
range-topper has since gone quiet. That car 
had the Nissan GT-R’s 560bhp 3.8-litre 



twin-turbo V6, built by racing team RML 
Group. Kruger hinted that while he wants a 
hot model or performance brand such as 
Eau Rouge, he understands Infiniti and its 
position in the market. He said: “We see 
the next few years as a grade walk. We’re 
still very small compared to our rivals, and 
we need to introduce the right grade walk.” 

Next year will see the new Q60 Coupe 
launched. The two-door will rival cars such 
as the Audi A5, and while it’ll likely get a 
range of petrol and diesel engines, the 
new 3.0-litre twin-turbo V6 will be the 
quickest model for the time being. 

It could offer up to 400bhp - notably less 
than Mercedes-AMG’s C 63 - signifyingthere 
is room to add a hotter halo model later on. 
Kruger also revealed the new engine should 
make its way to the Q50 to give the exec 
saloon some much-needed excitement. 




Q50 Eau Rouge hinted at what Infinities performance car programme has in store 
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McLaren 675LT Spider 



News# 




Mat 

Watson 



SPECIAL 

LOOKS 

Solis paint 
option and 
new 20-spoke 
alloys are 
unique to 
the Spider 



Video watch 



SPORTS car fans rejoice - 
we have a double bill of 
high-performance fun and 
frolics for you this week at 
autoexpress, co. uk/videos. 



ready for action 



YOU may have already read 
our verdict on the new all-turbo 
Porsche 911 range in Issue 1,397. 

One of the key concerns about 
the brand’s recent switch to forced 
induction was that the legendary 
sports car would lose some of its 
characterful flat-six-cylinder bark. 

So is that the case? Watch our 
video review of the coupe and 
convertible, and decide for yourself. 



Mat_Watson@dennis.co.uk 

#|@mat_watson 



Porsche's new 
turbo 911 blasts off 




Maserati SUV to start around £55k 



car will finally 
go on sale here 
in 12 months 



MASERATI *S Levante SUV is likely to 
cost from around £55,000 when it goes 
on UK sale towards the end of next year. 

The production model will be unveiled 
at the Geneva Motor Show in March, but 
British buyers face a wait of a number of 
months before they can get their hands 
on one, with UK sales set to start next 



December. Peter Denton, region manager 
of Maserati North Europe, said: “It will 
have a 10 per cent premium on the 
Ghibli in terms of starting price.” 

With the cheapest Ghibli £49,160, 
that means the Levante would kick off 
around the £5 5k mark, putting it firmly 
in Porsche Cayenne and Range Rover 



Sport territory. The company is also 
expanding its UK dealer network from 
18 to 26 to cope with expected demand. 

After the Levante, attention will turn 
to the Alfieri Porsche 911 rival and new 
GranTurismo and GranCabrio. “They will 
all be on sale by the end of 2018,” said 
European general manager Giulio Pastore. 



GT86 road car faces 
500bhp GT86 racer 




HOW much faster can you make a 
Toyota GT86 if you strip it out, tune 
it to 500bhp and fit a sequential 
transmission? We wanted to find 
out, so we travelled to Blyton Park 
in Lincolnshire to put the Cosworth- 
powered Fensport GT86 race car 
head-to-head with the road model. 

You can watch 
any of our videos 
on your phone 
Simply scan 
this QR code. 
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Nissan under fire over 
Qashqai belt bust-up 

■ CASE STUDY Reader claims firm didn't inform her new part was needed, leading to engine failure 



rn Marti n Saarinen 

jJj MANY owners choose to avoid 
expensive dealerships and have repair 
work done at independent garages, which 
offer similar services for smaller fees. 
Sometimes, though, choosing to save can 
end up more expensive in the long run. 

It’s a scenario that Martine Davis, from 
Welwyn Garden City, Herts, found out to her 
cost. Martine had serviced her 2008 Nissan 
Qashqai at her local Nissan dealer, Glyn 
Hopkin in St Albans, since it was new, so 
when major problems developed earlier 
this year she thought she’d be covered. 

She was driving on the motorway when 
her auxiliary belt snapped, and seized the 
engine. “I eventually had the car towed back 
to Nissan, which charged me £4,025 for a 
new engine,” Martine told us. The auxiliary 
belt needed replacing every five years, and 
because it was two years overdue, Nissan 
said it was no surprise it had snapped. 

Martine, however, told us her dealer had 
never told her to replace the belt: “In 2013, 

I was told I needed a new cambelt, but 
because Nissan wanted £840 for the job, 

I decided to have the work done at an 
independent garage, which only charged 
me a fraction of what Nissan wanted.” 

She was adamant that at no point did 
Nissan emphasise the auxiliary belt needed 



SERVICE 

SHOCK 

Nissan refused 
to help with 
cost of engine 
as Qashqai had 
been serviced 
outside network 




"Martine was driving on 
the motorway when the 
auxiliary belt snapped, 
seizing the car's engine" 



replacing, too. She added: “I’ve serviced 
my car with Nissan for seven years, twice 
after the independent garage replaced 
the cambelt. Nissan should have told me 
about needing a new auxiliary belt.” 

We took the case to Nissan to see if it 
would help with the engine cost given her 



continued servicing loyalty, but a company 
spokeswoman said: “The Nissan service 
schedule indicates the auxiliary belt 
should be changed at the same time as 
the cambelt. As Mrs Davis had the work 
conducted outside the network it is not 
reasonable for us to be responsible for a 
consequential repair, whatever the size of it.” 
Martine wasn’t happy, telling us: “Not 
only was I never told the auxiliary belt 
needed replacement, I contacted other 
Nissan garages who told me they do not 
always replace the auxiliary belt with the 
cambelt. I’ve had all of my services with 
Nissan - this isn’t something I envisaged.” 




Joe 

Finnerty 



Giving doctors more power 
is a sensible step forward 
in keeping our roads safe 

fT* IT’S not often a new report comes 
aIA out and the advice seems to add 
up and be well received. Unfortunately, 
the reality is that in the world of 
Government departments and top- 
level organisations, common-sense 
isn’t always as common as it should be. 

So the recent General Medical 
Council (GMC) draft guidance 
for GPs is much welcomed. 

It now says doctors should 
inform the Driver and Vehicle 
Licensing Agency (DVLA) if their 
patient is unfit to drive or getting 
behind the wheel against medical 
advice. This allows the DVLA - and 
DVA in Northern Ireland - to then 
revoke a licence where needed. 

GPs don’t need permission 
from the patient, either, if there 
is a need to protect individuals 
or the wider public from the 
risks of death or serious harm. 

Sure, nobody wants to be 
told they can’t drive, and outside 
of London or major cities, losing 
your car can have a massive impact 
on your freedom and mobility. 

However, other road users need 
to be kept safe, too, and this guidance 
helps to balance GPs’ legal and 
ethical duties. Patient confidentiality 
is a key part of the system, but in 
certain circumstances, doctors 
need to step in for everyone’s benefit. 
That’s why this report is good news. 

The GMC and DVLA advice 
has been praised by road safety 
charities, too, and for us it represents 
a brief moment of joined-up 
thinking and clarity in the 
nation’s decision-making process. 

Let’s hope this isn’t just a 
Christmas miracle and the good 
work continues into 2016 and beyond. 



Joe_Finnerty@dennis.co.uk 

@AE_Consumer 



"For everyone's benefit, 
there are certain 
circumstances where 
doctors need to step in" 
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Garmin glitch sends 
nav users to Austria 

■ Company sorry over bug directing users to town of Preitenegg 



[TT^ Martin Saarinen 

aIA THE picturesque town of 
Preitenegg in Austria has become 
the impromptu destination 
for owners of Garmin sat-navs 
following a glitch in the system. 

The mapping software is guiding 
users from all over Europe, including 
the UK, to the smalltown near the 
Slovenian border as a shortcut. 

Top tier sat-navs are notoriously 
good at helping drivers avoid 
roadworks and jams by suggesting 
alternative routes to destinations, 
but a programming error in Garmin’s 
GPS is causing all of the alternative 
routes to include the town of 
Preitenegg - which is some 
1,000 miles away from London. 

Since July this year, owners 
have told Garmin its attempts 
at avoiding roadworks and 
delays have been sidetracked 
by a suggested detour to Austria. 

Users in the UK reported being 
redirected to Preitenegg when 
on the M20 in Kent - although 
there are no reports anyone has 
actually followed the new route. 

A spokesman told us: “Our 
engineers have found the 
problems arise particularly in 
devices where only one sub-region, 
such as Western Europe, is installed. 

“We are pleased, though, that 
Garmin has helped Preitenegg 
to become much better known, 
but we are currently working on 
a solution and will resolve the 
problem with the next map update.” 




LEGAL 

EXPERT 

loanne Lezemore 

Solicitor 

www. consumer-genie.co. uk 



FOR years many drivers thought that, 
when the parking ticket expired in private 
or council car parks, they had to be given 
a few minutes before a penalty notice 
could be issued. But that was just a myth, 
and you could be given a ticket as soon 
as you were over your allotted time. 

However, this year has seen significant 
change that benefits motorists. In April, 
the law was updated so that drivers must 
be given a 10-minute grace period in all 
on and off-street council parking places. 

The grace period was then extended to 
private parking companies, too, under 
the Code of Practice laid down by the 
British Parking Association. The new ruling 
applies to both paid for parking tickets 
or after the expiry of free parking tickets. 

It’s not totally straightforward, 
though, as charges that private 
companies levy for overstaying can 
vary greatly and there have been a few 
attempts to challenge the amounts 
being demanded - not all successful. 

The Supreme Court recently ruled 
that a charge of £85 levied by a company 
called Parking Eye on one driver was fair 
and proportionate. So it’s important that 
you read the terms and conditions of 
parking carefully, and ensure that your 
ticket will cover you for the time needed. 




■ Inbox 



What do you think? 



Contact Martin Saarinen 

mail@autoexpress.co.uk * @AutoExpress 
Write to: Watchdog/Letter 5, Auto Express, Dennis Publishing, 
30 Cleveland Street London WIT 4]D 



HOT TOPIC New 

FROM: chris_xxx I THINK the convertible 
maintains the looks of the Evoque, 
which has been one of the reasons 
it has sold so well. I wonder if Land 
Rover has fixed the slow movement of 
the front seats when trying to access the 
rear? Will we see a sporty version soon? 



Evoque cabrio 

FROM: Lt. Bullitt THIS car is perfect for my 
wife and I. After years of owning Audi and 
BMW convertibles, back problems have 
made living with their rigid suspension 
harder. This model from Land Rover 
answers our problems and solves all of 
our issues with standard convertibles. 




HIT OR 

MISS? 

Evoque cabrio 
isn't to taste of 
everyone, but 
is likely to 
sell strongly 



|oin the debate at www.autoexpress.co.uk 



■ “It’s amazing how 
removing that hideous 
hard-top has actually 
improved the look of 
this car.” soldierboyOOl 



■ “It just looks weird. The 
rear end with the roof down 
is awful. Shame, as the 
standard Evoque is a 
real looker.” Andy 



■ “May become a bigger 
hit than expected. You sit 
high, and the car oozes 
all-round protection and 
off-road capability.” Phil 



No NOx issues for VW 
Transporter models 

FROM: Kate Thompson, Volkswagen UK 

IN response to your twin test (Issue 
1,398), no Transporter-based vehicles, 
including the Caravelle and California, 
are affected by the NOx emissions 
issue, and so will not be subjected 
to the forthcoming service action. 

How much power 
does Tesla require? 

FROM: Nigel Lorriman I WAS interested 
to read your article in which Mr Barnes 
complained to Tesla that his Model S 
P85D didn’t provide him sufficient 
power to ‘feel comfortable overtaking 
at speed’ (Issue 1,397). I wonder at 
what speed he wishes to overtake, given 
that he has 393bhp at his disposal? 



My super Skoda is 
a hit for kit as well 

FROM: Roger Gillham HEATED windscreens 
on modestly priced cars are not only 
on Fords (Inbox, Issue 1,397). My 
Skoda Yeti also has a heated screen, 
but in addition, a rearview camera, 
heated electric memory driver 
seats and park assist, too. 

You can't fit tyres 
that aren't in stock! 

FROM: John Jones I FOUND it interesting 
to hear that companies like etyres.co.uk 
were even allowed to quote for a tyre 
replacement (Our cars, Issue 1,397) 
when it does not carry it in stock, 
nor is able to source replacements 
within a couple of days. Surely 
this practice should be illegal? 



Useful © 

Contacts 



THE following provide help 
with motoring problems. 
Some services are free, 
others charge a fee or 
operate on premium-rate 
lines (p), while some offer 
advice for members only (m). 



Legal 

AA: 0906 010 1300 (p) 

RAC: 0870 5533 533 (m) 
Which?: 01992 822 800 

Consumer Direct: 

0845 404 0506 

Local Trading Standards 

Local Citizens Advice Bureau 



Used car inspections 

AA: 0800 085 3007 
RAC: 0800 085 2529 

Technical advice 

AA: 0870 606 1619 (m) 

Driving licences 

DVLA: 0300 790 6801 



Car registration/history 

HPI: 01722 422422 
AA: 0800 316 3564 
DVLA: 0300 790 6802 
RAC: 0800 975 5867 

Traffic information 

AA: 09003 401100 (p) 
RAC: 09003 444999 (p) 



Problems with dealers 

Motor Codes: 

0800 692 0825 

Consumer Ombudsman: 

www.consumer- 

ombudsman.org 

RMIF: 0845 839 9205 (m) 

Scottish Motor Trade 

Association: 0131 331 5510 



; \ 

Problems with makers 

Motor Codes: 0800 692 0825 

Financial problems 

Financial Ombudsman: 

0800 023 4567 

Safety concerns/recalls 

DVSA: 0300 123 9000 
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Inside story ra 

A different take on the world of motoring 




We join the hugely talented winner of our Aston Martin competition as his 
stunning supercar design gets the thumbs-up from the brand’s styling team 




Joe Finnerty 

Joe_Finnerty@dennis.co.uk 
fj @AE_Consumer 



Oj GAMES consoles, digital cameras and jewellery might 
JiJ top most Christmas lists this year, but petrolheads 
will be hoping Santa pops the keys to a new supercar 
down the chimney and into their stocking instead. 

Unfortunately, the closest most of us will get is a scale 
model of our favourite motor to sit on our shelves rather 
than a new car on the driveway on Christmas morning. 

Auto Express brought the dream a little closer to 
reality for one reader, though, when we announced 
the winner of our Aston Martin design competition. 

We asked you to create a version of the VI 2 Vantage S, 
with the prize an Aston Martin factory tour and a rendering 
of your design signed by chief creative officer Marek 
Reichman - the man behind some of the company’s latest 
cars, including James Bond’s DB10 from the Spectre movie. 

After months poring over the entries to our competition, 
judges from Auto Express and Aston Martin selected 
Thomas Smith, from Ipswich, as our worthy winner for 
his stunning concept - the AM12 (see panel, below). 

Aston designers were particularly impressed by Thomas’ 
work because it showed character as well as plenty of the 



marque’s styling hints. Marek said: “Above anything, what 
stood out was character. It’s what we’re always looking for 

- character to withstand the pressures of production. It’s 
a striking design and he clearly understands Aston 
Martin. It couldn’t be mistaken for anything else. 

“We looked at the others and you can study them for 
a long time but you have to go back to the one that made 
you draw breath,” he added. “I think it’s great to see young 

- particularly British - designers who are passionate about 
Aston Martin still. British designers are the best in the 
world and you can see that in any manufacturer. 

“It also tells me Aston Martin still appeals to people 
who are not in our customer segment. It’s great to see 
someone like Thomas experimenting and pushing, and 
this is going to be a big boost to him,” Marek concluded. 

We caught up with Thomas at his factory tour and to see 
him awarded with the one-off prize from Aston’s designers. 
The render by Marek and his team tookThomas’ design and 
turned it into something that would be production-ready. 
Marek explained that a proportional study had been done 
before putting it through computer software to ensure the 
final version fitted the Vanquish V12 measurements. 

Thomas, 20, who’s studying automotive design at 
Coventry University, said: “I was over the moon to 





READER’S ASTON SKETCHED OUT 



THOMAS* car was named the AMI 2, designed to be the 
next-generation VI 2 Vantage. In his entry, he said it*s 
“a celebration of great heritage”, with cues from older 
V12 Vantages taken into consideration during his work. 

The judges were particularly interested in seeing 
personalisation options, so Thomas designed the AM12 
with two-tone colour schemes, with the centre of the car 
in a contrasting paintjob. He produced silver and black, 
black and green and gold and white variants. 

As well as the flowing lines on the outside, clearly 
visible from his front and rear shots, Thomas went in 
depth when sketching out the interior. It*s focused 
around the centre console, which runs through the car 
to deliver the idea of “simplicity and elegance”. It*s a 
back-to-basics dash, too, with no cluttered technology, 
instead favouring two dials behind the steering wheel. 



Thomas' prize-winning AM12 features 
a customisable two-tone colour scheme, 
as well as a back-to-basics dash with 
two dials behind the steering wheel 





Thomas (grey suit) 
collects his prize 
- a rendering of 
his AM12 by Aston 
chief creative officer 
Marek Reichman 
and his team 



HOW ASTON SEES THE AM12 
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Marek Reichman 
was impressed 
that Thomas had 
given AM12 scope 
for personalisation 
found in Q by Aston 
Martin programme 
behind a range of 
models (above) 



“There were some parts of the design and themes that 
we’d thought about; you might see it in production yet” 



Reichman takes automotive design student Thomas on 
Aston factory tour, whetting his appetite for future career 



win. This is fantastic.” He was shown around the factory, 
seeing cars develop from the body in white through to 
the masterpieces adored by fans worldwide. 

As part of the tour, Thomas -along with proud dad Paul 

- was able to get a behind-the-scenes look at how life in 
a studio works as he looks towards his future career after 
he graduates from his four-year course in 2017. 

He added: “It’s nice to hear actual designers give me 
tips on how to go about things. I would love to work here 

- it would be a dream - but first I just want to graduate!” 

The competition was launched as part of Aston Martin’s 

Q personalisation programme, which allows potential buyers 
to customise their car. Since 2012, Q by Aston Martin has 
been at all the major motor shows, with the design teams 
revealing some of their more ambitious creations to 
show what’s possible for those who can afford them. 

Options include bespoke paint schemes, personal 
stitching, unique trim colours and individual material 
patterns. If money’s no object, there are bronzed control 
rotaries, uniquely coloured carbon-fibre facias and painted 
front splitter blades. And if you really want to go to town, 
there’s a chance of a one-off car - examples include a DB9 
Volante made for a horse show, a Rapide S badged with 
the Government’s “Innovation is GREAT” slogan and a 
mean-looking Vanquish Coupe in black carbon fibre. 

The CC100 concept started as just an idea, but a 
business case was made and two models were produced, 
with the Lagonda and DB10 two other more recent 



examples of personalised production. Aston Martin wants 
to do more of this, too, and new boss Andy Palmer has 
already committed to two limited-run models a year. 

David King, director of special projects and Q by Aston 
Martin, said with Q Advanced the manufacturer is able to 
make bespoke models better than ever, having had recent 
experience with short lead times - the DB10 was out of 
the door in record time to hit filming deadlines. 

“It’s expensive as a one-off because you have to tool up, 
but with carbon fibre it’s cost effective enough to do 10 or 
12 cars and make a decent business case,” he added. 

So what chance does Thomas’ prize-winning design 
have of influencing one of Aston Martin’s forthcoming 
Q designs - or even inspiring a whole new model? 

Marek said: “Surprisingly enough, there were some 
parts of the design and themes that we had actually 
thought about, so it had resonance with us. 

“It’s really interesting because we will get a reaction 
from Auto Express readers, and it gives us an idea of where 
we can move things to,” he added. “It’s a quick exercise 
that will give us a hint at the viability of the design and 
idea. You never know - you might see it in production yet.” 

Thomas’ dreams of seeing his own designs reach 
showrooms might be a few years away yet, but at least 
he’ll be able to show off his prize to friends and family 
during his Christmas holidays. For the rest of us, we’ll 
just be hoping Santa has read our letters and comes 
calling with that supercar on Christmas Eve... 
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NISSAN 




Innovation 
that excites 



GADGETRY THAT 
SAYS ‘NASA’. 



NO BLACK HOLE 
IN YOUR FINANCES. 



HAVE 



IT ALL 




WHATCAR? 



Car of the 
Year 2015 

Best small SUV 



NISSAN QASHGAI DIG-T 115 n-tec+ 

Seats inspired by NASA research to give ti(tinalecomtcirt f 
7 " touch screen navigation & entertainment system' 
Intelligent Key with push button alart 



£219 £1,250 3 YEARS' 

A MONTH NISSAN DEPOSIT £299 SERVICING'* 
CONTRIBUTION' 



PCP REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE 



nissan.cojjkyhavettall 



36 MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS 


ON THE ROAD 
CASH PRICE 


CUSTOMER 

DEPOSIT 


DEPOSIT 

contribution 


TOTAL AMOUNT 
OF CREDIT 


DURATION OF 
AGREEMENT 


OPTIONAL FINAL 
PAYMENT 


TOTAL AMOUNT 
PAYABLE 


RATE OF INTEREST 
PA (Fixed) 


6,99% APR 
REPRESENTATIVE 


£219 


£32,660 


£6,606 


£1,260 


£15,802 


37 Months 


£10,697 


£25,439 


6 99% 





Qashqai range: URBAN 37.2-67.3mpg (ZMZL/IODkm), EXTRA URBAN 52.3-78.5nipg (M-lBLHOOkm), COMBINED 47J-74,3mpg (60-3 BUI 00km), COS emissions 13H9g/kro. 
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New cars 

Visit autoeKpress.co.uk for the latest new cars and drives 




FIAT TIP0 

Badge reborn as brand 
returns to family market. 
But is new car a hit? 





Lexus RX 45 

□ FIRST DRIVE Hybrid SUV 



yi Sam Naylor 

SW Sam_Naylor@dennis.co.uk 
G @SamNaylor_AE 

nj THE RX is a very important car for Lexus 
jU - it’s the Japanese brand’s biggest- 
selling model worldwide, accounting for 30 
per cent of overall sales. This all-new fourth- 
generation model, then, has to deliver. 

It’s been six years since the current RX 
was launched, and this new version has 
plenty of tricks up its sleeve to help raise 
its profile even further. The most obvious 
change is the dramatic styling. While the 
outgoing model was fairly handsome, it 
faded into the background somewhat. 

There’s no chance of that happening 
here. The huge grille and sharp LED 
headlights bring the RX in line with Lexus’ 
new design DNA, so it’s now up to date 
with the IS, NX and RC. Completing the 
front-end makeover are a creased 
bonnet, arrowhead foglamps and 
large badge, with origami-style 
folds and creases a recurring theme 
on the flanks and round the back. 

The C-pillars are blacked out for a 
Range Rover-style floating roof effect (a first 
for a Lexus), while the tail-lights wrap right 
around the side of the car for a bolder look. 
Like the smaller NX, the design isn’t for 
everybody - but for many buyers the eye- 
catching looks will be a big draw over rivals 
such as the Audi Q 7 and BMW X5. 

In the UKthere is a choice oftwo engines: 
a less efficient 2.0-litre turbocharged petrol 
in the RX 200t, as well as a 3.5-litre V6 
hybrid in the RX 450h. It’s the latter 
we’re putting through its paces here. 



Economical 

The hybrid model will make up 90 per cent 
of sales thanks to its low CO 2 emissions 
of 120g/km and claimed fuel economy of 
54.3mpg. It’s cheap to tax and one of the 
most cost-effective options in its class as a 
company car, especially as it has a long list 
of standard equipment. However, style- 
conscious buyers should note that adding 
20-inch wheels over the standard 18s 
pushes emissions into the next VED band, 
and lowers fuel economy to 51.4mpg. 

The powertrain in the RX 450h is an 
updated version of Lexus’ existing hybrid 
system, and still uses a CVT automatic 
gearbox. As in the previous model, there’s 
an EV-only mode that can be used to cover 
around two miles on the electric motor 
alone, but most of the time you’ll use the 
petrol engine to supplement performance. 

In the past, that’s led to a big disparity 
between official and real-world fuel 
economy, but Lexus says it’s been working 
hard to improve this. We’ll have to wait for a 
UK test to find out how successful it’s been. 

When cruising and driving in traffic, the 
CVT gearbox and hybrid powertrain work 
togetherwell and, with 308bhp available 
from the large-capacity engine, the RX is 
surprisingly fast in a straight line. It doesn’t 
feel as powerful on the road as its diesel 
rivals, however, as those cars produce more 
torque from lower revs, where the RX’s 
maximum output of335Nm isn’t available 




Comfortable 
rear seats offer 
plenty of leg 
and headroom; 
alloys look great 
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911 CARRERAS 

J J Fi rst U K d ri ve revea Is 

if turbo power has 
diluted its appeal. 



MERCEDES GLS 

Seven-seater SUV gets 
new name and new look. 
But is it a Q7 beater? 



golf bluemoiion 

Behind the wheel as VW 
uses petrol power for its 
eco hatch for first time. 



ALPINA D3 

New 345bhp hot diesel 
estate is closest you’ll get 
to a BMW M3 Touring. 




Essentials 





Interior has premium feel, with luxurious leather seats, and there's wood, aluminium and more leather on other cabin surfaces 



EQUIPMENT Heated seats are 
standard across the range, as are sat- 
nav and a reversing camera, but the 
RX 450h adds ventilated leather seats 



Lexus RX 450h Luxury 



Price: £49,995 



Engine: 


3.5-litre 6cyl petrol- 
electric hybrid 


Power: 


308bhp 


Transmission: 


CVT automatic, 
four-wheel drive 


0-62mph: 


7.7 seconds 


Top speed: 


124mph 


Economy: 


54.3mpg 


C0 2 : 


120g/km 


ON SALE 


Now 



PRACTICALITY The 453-litre boot 
capacity trails the class leaders', and 
isn't helped by the fact the opening is 
high up and the seats don't fold flat 




until 4,600rpm. Slow throttle response 
is also an issue, so you need to be more 
cautious with your overtaking manoeuvres 
than you would be in a diesel-powered rival. 

If you listen hard while accelerating 
quickly, you’ll hear that the engine sounds 
strained, which is at odds with the relaxing 
drive the RX serves up around town. 

And this is the car’s real strength. It’s 
incredibly quiet, composed and comfortable 
at lower speed. Push on, and you’ll find 
the RX has better body control and more 
responsive steering than you might expect 
from a car like this, but enthusiasts will still 
favour the likes of the Porsche Cayenne. 

On smooth European roads, the RXwas 
very comfortable, thanks to adjustable 
suspension (changed via a dial on the 



centre console) and the sumptuous leather 
seats. The interior has a premium feel, with 
wood, leather and aluminium everywhere 
you look - but the sat-nav interface is fiddly. 
It can’t quite match the Volvo XC90 for that 
sense of undisputed luxury, though. 

Thanks to the bulky batteries in the back, 
boot capacity is only 453 litres, which is way 
down on the BMWX5’s 650-litre space. It’s 
similar to the 451-litre boot in the Volvo 
XC90 - but that car comes with seven seats, 
whereas the Lexus is a strict five-seater. 

With the rear seats down, the Lexus’ 
load area expands to 924 litres, which 
is less than half of the space available 
in the BMW. There’s no loading lip, but 
the opening is high up and the seats 
don’t fold completely flat. 



"Push on, and the RX has better body control and 
more responsive steering than you might expect" 




M Verdict 

THE Lexus RX 450h is bigger, 
more powerful and more 
efficient than ever. The new 
design is eye-catching without 
being over the top, and the high- 
quality interior and comfortable 
ride make it a great motorway 
cruiser. It won’t appeal to keen 
drivers, but for everyone else 
the bold design, relaxed driving 
experience and low tax rates 
make the RX well worth a look, 
especially as a company car. 
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New cars Fiat Tipo 




h 



Lawrence Allan 

Lawrence_Aiian@dennis.co.uk 
j (| @LobAlian 



JT: FIAT has seen huge success in the UK 
jlU and Europe in the past few years with 
its small cars. The 500 city car, in particular, 
has flown out of British dealers for several 
years now, but the larger family car market 
has proven a tougher nut to crack. 

The Italian brand’s last two efforts, 
the Bravo and Stilo, struggled to make 
an impact up against more talented class 
leaders such as the Ford Focus and VW Golf. 
So Fiat has taken a leaf out of Dacia’s book 
and said: “If you can’t beat them, undercut 
them.” Enter the new, value-orientated Tipo. 

The name was last seen on Fiat’s 
uninspiring family hatch in the early 
nineties, but was first used over a century 
ago. In some markets, including where it’s 
built in Turkey, you’ll find an ‘Aegea’ badge 
on the back instead. But in the rest of 
Europe, the car will use the Tipo name. 

While the Tipo you see here is a four- 
door saloon, the UK will only get a five-door 



hatchback and estate. Other countries will 
have the choice of all three. Flowever, the 
delays in converting to right-hand drive 
will mean you won’t see a Tipo on 
British roads until next September. 

The Tipo was designed as a saloon, 
unlike most rivals, which are converted 
from hatchbacks. That’s evident in the 
neat proportions, and we’ve been told to 
expect the hatch and estate to be identical 
from the rear doors forward. Keeping the 
design changes to a minimum between 
the bodystyles saves money. 

Fiat cites the Skoda Rapid as a rival, yet 
theTipo’s design appears more considered 
thanks to the classy front end, smart shape 
and distinctive tail-lights. The newcomer 
starts at an impressively low 12,500 Euros 
in Italy, and although UK prices are yet 
to be confirmed, bosses claim they will 
“astonish the market” when they’re revealed. 

While the outside doesn’t give away 
the Tipo’s budget intentions, the inside 
does. The steering wheel and some of the 
switchgear are borrowed from the 500 



range and are of okay quality, but on 
the lower dash and doors you’ll find 
hard, scratchy plastics and a mixture 
of unpleasantly cheap-feeling textures. 

Still, equipment is generous, with 
all models getting air-con, cruise control 
and a five-inch ‘Uconnect’ touchscreen 
including Bluetooth connectivity. UK 
specs are likely to be broadly similar. 

You also get a decent amount of space. 
At 4,530mm, the Tipo is 275mm longer 
than a Golf, and legroom is plentiful for 
rear passengers. The sloping roofline 
eats into head space slightly, but 
there’s still room for a six-foot passenger 
to sit behind a similarly sized driver. 

As you’d expect from a saloon, the 
boot is spacious, at 520 litres, although 
that figure may well fall slightly in 
the conversion to hatchback. 

Our test car came with Fiat’s familiar 
118bhp 1.6-litre Multijet diesel engine. 
There’s also the option of a 94bhp 1.3-litre 
diesel with emissions as low as 98g/km, 
while naturally aspirated 1.4 and 1.6-litre 





Generous dimensions mean roomy cabin, 
with adequate space for six-footers in rear 
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Essentials 




FiatTipo 1.6 Multijet 120 

Price: £16,000 (est) 

Engine: 1.6-litre 4cyl diesel 



Power: 


118bhp 


Transmission: 


Six-speed manual, 
front-wheel drive 


0-62mph: 


9.7 seconds 


Top speed: 


117mph 


Economy: 


67.3mpg 


C0 2 : 


1 lOg/km 


ON SALE September 2016 




We won't get the 

saloon you see here - British buyers will 
make do with hatch and estate variants. 
Practicality is good, although the hatch 
is likely to fall short of this model's 
520-litre boot and roomy rear seats 




EQUIPMENT UK specs haven't been 
confirmed, but all models are expected 
to get air-conditioning, cruise control and 
a five-inch 'Uconnect' touchscreen with 
Bluetooth connectivity - for less than 
you'd pay on an equivalent Ford Focus 




Quality of the finish is decent at top of dash, but hard plastics and cheap-feeling textures let the side lower down and on doors 




petrol engines will also be offered. No 
MultiAir turbo petrol will be fitted. 

Further indications of cost-saving include 
a simple torsion-beam rear suspension set- 
up. On the road, it’s clear the Tipo has been 
set up with comfort in mind, with the soft 
ride smoothing out all but the roughest of 
potholed roads on our drive around Turin. 
Some suspension thud is evident, but overall 
the Tipo is refined enough for this market. 

Enter a bend quickly and body roll is 
noticeable, however, while the steering is 
well weighted, if slightly lacking in feel. It’s 
perfectly fine dynamically, but a Ford Focus 
is a better (if more expensive) car to drive. 

Yet the 1.6-litre diesel is only adequate. 
There’s noticeable lag in lower gears and, 
while it’s subdued at cruising speeds, 
it becomes noisy past 3,000rpm. The 
powerplant does pull well later in the rev 
range, and is quick enough for the class 
average. But CO 2 emissions of 1 lOg/km 
are easily beaten by the 1.5 TDCi 120 
Focus, which claims just 98g/km. 




S Verdict 

BY undercutting big-hitters such 
as the Ford Focus and Volkswagen 
Golf on price, the Tipo succeeds 
where the old Bravo couldn’t. 

It’s merely average to drive 
and the interior isn’t great, 
but with good looks, plenty 
of space and that low starting 
price, it looks to offer decent 
value. We’ll have to wait until 
the hatchback appears for a 
more conclusive verdict, though. 



Christmas Double Issue 31 







R a 



SIMPLY CLEVER 



Skoda 





/ 



SKODA OCTAVIA 



1 



£1000 

towards your deposit 



0% APR 

REPRESENTATIVE 

" with Solutions Personal Coitfiad Plan' 



£155 

per month 

1 




Visit skodaxo.uk/offers 



WHAT CAR? 




WHAT CAR? 




*Al the end of the agreement there are thre-e options: t) own the vehicle- pay the optional! final payment; si) return the vehicle: subject to fair wear and tear r charge* may 
apply; or 111) replace; part exchange the vehicle. 

Available on Salons EVrwirusI Ccntrjti Plan with deposits from 0-309fc To achieve rhe monthly paym-cm: advertised. a £S?70 OS dope lit 15 ^equlrpy. Deposit sno'An may do H|qhi?i 
ih i~ the minimum, a lower deposit will result In Increased monthly payments. Based on a 4Z month. ID, ODD miles per annum agreement lSs and over Subject to availability. Finance 
subject to 5 ta[yi Terms and conditions apply. Excess mileage charge* o» 7lp per mile apply. Offer available when ordered by 31 December 2015 from fcanfclpating Retailers. Offers are 
nor available m c onjufn r n with fmyoihm offer and may he varied oi vyUhclrawn at any !™ At.c . i ■ dl c- al lime aT publication fl2/20l5]. Freepost SKODA Fin,?Tc.:ai Service-;. Model show- 
's SKODA Octavia SE 1 2 TSt HOPS with optlenai tots J hc ptfitt at £535 Total OTR price is £ia.t70 

Official fuel consumption in mpg [litres/! ODkm) for the SKODA Octavia Range Urban 33.6 (8.4) to 72 A (3.9), Extra Urban 
51.4 (5.5) to 88.3 (3.2), Combined 43.5 (6 5) to 80,7 (3.5). CO c . emissions for the SKODA Octavia Range; 147 to 90g/km, 
Standard EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Our CO, and consumption 
values are provisional and are currently under review. Revised values will be published if necessary. 









Porsche 911 Carrera S 



New cars 




Essentials 



Porsche 91 1 Carrera S 



Price: £85,857 



Engine: 3.0-litre flat-six petrol 



Power/torque: 

Transmission: 

0-62mph: 
Top speed: 
Economy: 
C0 2 : 

ON SALE 



414bhp/500Nm 
Seven-speed manual 
rear-wheel drive 
4.3 seconds 
191mph 
32.5mpg 
199g/km 

Now 




Porsche 911 Carreras 



EQUIPMENT New multimedia system 
features online satellite navigation as 
standard; S gets 20-inch alloy wheels 
to go with subtly revised styling 



FIRST IIK DRIVE Sports car icon is still hard to resist, even with turbos 







Sean Carson 

Sean_Carson@dennis.co.uk 
1 .:il'Carson_oncars 



JTj THERE’S no stopping the pace of 

development - and Porsche’s new 911 
is proof of that. This £85,857 CarreraS now 
has a pair of turbos bolted to its downsized 
3.0-litre flat-six to boost efficiency, but 
it also serves up 414bhp and a massive 
500Nm of torque from a mere l,700rpm. 

While purists might not warm to the idea 
of the new turbo, there’s no denying this 
991.2-generation car is much more usable. 
Floor the accelerator and the S romps down 
the road thanks to the solid wall of torque. 

Mid-range thrust is noticeably more potent, 
and you no longer have to wind up the 911 
to really get it moving. Of course, it still revs 
hard - take it up to its 7,500rpm red line and 
you’ll cover 0-62mph in 4.3 seconds. Top 
speed is 191mph. The overtaking potential 
means you can leave the car in gear and 



Adaptive dampers and a lower ride 
height aid body control, and the wide 
front track means there's huge grip 



www.autoexpress.co.uk 




let the engine pull smoothly, making for 
relaxing long drives. But find a twisty road 
and you can revel in the breadth of ability. 

The improved seven-speed manual feels 
nicely mechanical, and a new twin-plate 
clutch makes the pedal lighter. Adaptive 
dampers are standard, lowering the height 
by 10mm, yet the ride isn’t back-breaking. 
Bumps could be felt through our 20-inch 
wheels, but the car still flows nicely. Ramp 
things up into Sport mode and the body 
control tightens up, so if you thought it 
cornered hard before, think again. 

Body roll is 
brilliantly 



controlled, but the car isn’t knocked off its 
cornering line by nasty bumps. The wide 
front track means there’s huge grip, while 
the precise steering delivers good feedback. 

So the 91 l’s sporting credentials aren’t 
in doubt, and along with a new multimedia 
system and Car Connect app - as well as an 
optional nose-lifting kit to help over speed 
bumps - it’s even easier to live with. Add 
to that 32.5mpg and 199g/km, and you’ll 
spend less money at the pumps and on tax. 

The only downsides are a decrease in 
decibels due to those turbos and a more 
subdued rush to the 
red line at the top 
of the rev range. 




PRACTICALITY 911 boasts 
a useful 145-litre boot in its nose. 
2+2 layout gives small back seats, 
or an extra 260 litres of load space 




NOISE £1,773 central twin-pipe sports 
exhaust helps liberate more of 911's 
traditional aural character. But noise 
isn't as compelling with the turbos 

S Verdict 

THIS new turbocharged Porsche 
proves the 91 1 hasn’t lost what 
makes it a great sports car. The 
turbos have slightly muted the 
model’s trademark barking exhaust 
note, but they’ve also added 
incredible flexibility and taken the 
performance up another notch. It 
might be more expensive, but with 
extra tech, improved efficiency and 
a gently refreshed design, the 911 is 
still the performance car benchmark. 

★★★★★ 
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Mercedes GLS 



Running costs 

37.2mpg (official) 
£108 fill-up 




FIRST DRIVE Verdict as brand's biggest SUV gets new name and new look 



i fV Jonathan Burn 

Jonathan_Burn@dennis.co.uk 
n @Jonathan_burn 





nn BIG SUVs are big business, and Mercedes 
iLi knows this more than most. The fresher- 
faced and newly named GLS sits at the top 
of the brand’s SUV tree, and in its previous 
guise as the GL, it’s been the best-selling 
seven-seat SUV in North America for years. 

However, on this side of the Atlantic bigger 
doesn’t always mean better. With the new 
Audi Q7 and our current Car of the Year, the 
Volvo XC90, to contend with, can a thorough 
refresh keep the new GLS competitive? 

Mercedes certainly thinks so, referring 
to it as the “S-Class of SUVs”. Claims don’t 
come much bolder, but a new nine-speed 
auto box, revamped air-suspension and 
more powerful but cleaner engines have 
been added to help realise that claim. 

Of the 1,000 models Mercedes predicts 
it will sell in the UK each year, roughly 90 
per cent will be the entry-level 3 50d driven 
here. At £69,100, it certainly doesn’t have 
an ‘entry-level’ price, especially up against 
the £53,835 Q7 and £50,685 XC90. 

Neither rival is on the small side, but 
next to the GLS they look like hatchbacks. 
Even with all seven seats in place, the big 
Mercedes still has a 295-litre boot, while in 
van mode space increases to 2,300 litres. 
Neither the Audi nor Volvo exceeds 2,000. 
Volvo may have something to say about 
Mercedes’ claim that the GLS is the only 
“true seven-seat SUV”, however... 

So, the GLS plays a convincing 
practicality card, but what about 
being the “S-Class of SUVs”? Inside, 
it may be spacious but it lacks the 
opulence of the flagship saloon and 



the flair of both rivals. Of course, it’s been 
engineered for comfort, not involvement; 
the token Sport button on the Dynamic 
Select control feels a bit like fitting an 
Olympic weightlifter with running spikes. 

This 2,455kg SUV is best left in Comfort, 
where the air-suspension helps it glide along 
and the torquey diesel pulls with sufficient 
pace. Refinement is excellent, the engine 
raises barely more than a whisper and the 
nine-speed auto is smooth with its changes. 

Hit an incline and the GLS begins to show 
its sheer size, with acceleration blunted as 
it hauls itself up. The rather perilous Alpine 
test route we tackled didn’t highlight any 
issues off-road, with bespoke Slippery 
and Off-road+ modes setting the car 
up to tackle the challenging terrain. 

The latter brings the low-range box 
and locking centre diff into play, and 
raises the ride height. You’ll be fine 
negotiating Kensington High Street. 



Cabin isn't as opulent as S-Class's, but five 
rear seats are roomy. GLS is very capable 



\ 

Essentials 



Mercedes GLS 350d 


Price: 


£69,100 


Engine: 


3.0-litre 6cyl turbodiesel 


Power: 


255bhp 


Transmission: 


Nine-speed auto, 
four-wheel drive 


0-62mph: 


7.8 seconds 


Top speed: 


138mph 


Economy: 


37.2mpg 


C0 2 : 


199g/km 


ON SALE Now 




EQUIPMENT Familiar COMAND 
controller operates standard sat-nav and 
seven-speaker surround-sound audio. 
Leather and panoramic roof also feature 




PRACTICALITY Boot capacity ranges 
from 295 litres with all seven seats in 
place to a massive 2,300 litres with 
the second and third rows folded flat 




IF space is of paramount importance, 
then look no further than the GLS. It 
makes a mockery of most other SUVs 
when it comes to practicality and 
transportation for seven. However, 
that’s where its advantage comes to 
an end. There’s been a recent wave 
of big, plush, seven-seat SUVs, and 
held up against the Q7 and XC90, 
the Mercedes’ flaws are highlighted. 
It’s not as pleasant to sit in or drive 
as the Audi or Volvo, plus it costs 
a considerable amount more. 

Bigger isn’t always better. 
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PORSCHE 

TEQUIP1HEHT 
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Make a calculated decision this winter. 

Porsche winter wheels and tyres. 

Below 7°C the rubber compound in summer tyres hardens causing a drop in performance and an 

increase in braking distances by up to 12%*. Porsche Approved N-rated winter tyres are specifically 

designed for your Porsche and provide increased performance and greater safety in cold, wet and snowy conditions. 

Whilst your summer wheels and tyres are off the road, they can be securely stored for you by one of our 
36 Porsche Centres**. 

For more details visit your local Porsche Centre. 




‘Summer tyres versus winter tyres. Braking with ABS on wet road surface, 50 to 0 mph at +3°C 
“Participating Centres only 
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New cars 



Volkswagen Golf 1.0 BlueMotion 




'x 



Essentials 

Volkswagen Golf Match 
BlueMotion Edition 1.0 



Price: 


£21,910 


Engine: 


1.0-litre, 3cyl turbo petrol 


Power/torque: 


113bhp/200Nm 


Transmission: 


Seven-speed automatic, 
front-wheel drive 


0-62mph: 


9.7 seconds 


Top speed: 


127mph 


Economy: 


65.7mpg 


C0 2 : 


99g/km 



ON SALE Now 




Volkswagen Golf 1.0 BlueMotion 

FIRST UK DRIVE Efficient petrol model is a great alternative to a diesel - just not with DSG auto 




TV! James Batchelor 

Uw James_Batchelor@dennis.co.uk 
@ @JRRBatchelor 

VOLKSWAGEN may well be tightening the 
purse strings in the wake of the diesel 
emissions scandal, but there are certain 
cars whose future is secure. One is the Golf 
Mk8, with development of the next family 
hatch well underway for launch in 2018. 

Before then, however, the current model 
has still got to turn a healthy profit, so 
there’ll be a smattering of new derivatives 
and a facelift in 2016 to keep the coffers 
topped up. One of those new Golfs is this - 
the petrol-powered BlueMotion 1.0-litre TSI. 

It’s the first petrol Golf to wear the 
BlueMotion badge. The little three- 
cylinder turbo packs a more than 
reasonable 113bhp and 200Nm of 
torque, and claims 65.7mpg and 99g/km. 

These days you expect small petrol 
engines to be quiet, but knocking off 200cc 
and one cylinder always brings refinement 
compromises. Not so with the Golf 1.0-litre. 
It’s easily the most refined three-cylinder 
family hatch and is in virtually another league 
compared to Ford’s Focus 1.0 EcoBoost. The 
stop/start system fires into life with barely 
any vibration, and the characteristic three- 
cylinder hum is so quiet, we could have 
confused it with a 1.4 or 1.6- it’s that good. 

It’s not only quiet, but also very smooth. 
The power kicks in at l,000rpm and really 
shows its muscle in the mid-range before 
quietly tailing off at 5,500rpm. This Golf’s 
comfortable, too. Even though it’s based on 
a lower spec and lacks fancy independent 
rear suspension, there’s plenty of grip, while 
the steering is accurate and full of feel. 

But all those impressive attributes are 
virtually cancelled out by the auto gearbox 
(a £1,41 5 extra) on our test car. It’s the 



same excellent seven-speed DSG found 
in most VW Group cars, but here it’s been 
tuned to make the Golf 1.0 BlueMotion 
as fuel efficient as possible - and it’s 
infuriating. Pull away from a junction and 
the box will start in second, offering virtually 
no acceleration. Boot the throttle and there’s 
an alarming pause before the car lunges 



forward. It’s compounded by the lack of 
wheel-mounted paddles, although you 
can change ratios using the shifter. 

Still, this car is built as well as you’d 
expect a Golf to be. Also, being based on 
value-orientated Match specification, it 
comes with heated front seats, sat-nav 
plus front and rear parking sensors. 




PRACTICALITY There's plenty of 
knee and headroom in the back, and 
the cabin is topped off with nicely 
made plastics and lots of cubbies 




BOOT The Golf's 380-litre boot 
increases to a maximum of 1,270 litres 
when you fold the rear seats. That 
trumps the Ford Focus's load space 

1 Verdict 

VW’S pulled a masterstroke here. No 
longer does owning a 1.0-litre three- 
cylinder hatch mean compromises in 
refinement and comfort. This model 
offers a genuine alternative to diesel, 
too. With a manual box we’d have 
given it four stars, but the irritating 
auto can be painfully slow to react. The 
manual’s cheaper and complements 
the otherwise excellent package. 
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NEUi AURIS DESIGN 



0% APR 



representative* 




£750tou/ards 
your deposit 

Reversing 

camera 

Multimedia system 
with Bluetooth 




TOYOTA 



ALWAYS A 

BETTER WAY 




5 year 2015 Auris Design 5 door 1,2 WT-i Manual. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg <V100km): Urban 43.5 <6.5>, Extra Urban 58.9 <4.8), 

tovota Combined 52.3 <5.4). C0 2 Emissions 125g/km. The mpg and CO ; figures quoted are sourced from official EU regulated test results. These 

warrant* are provided for comparability purposes and may not reflect your actual driving experience. Model shown is ZOisAuns Design s door 1.2 WT-i Manual 
at £15,495. Price exdudes metallic paint at £495. Prices correct at time of going to press/prinL*0% APR Representative available on new retail orders of Auris (excluding Active 
Grade) when ordered between 1st October and 17th December 2015 and registered and financed through Toyota Financial Services by 51st March 2016 on a 42 month AccessToyota (PCP> plan 
with 0-32% deposit. A Payment shown is based on a 42 month AccessToyota contract with £3,723.51 customer deposit, £750 Finance Deposit Allowance and Guaranteed Future Value/Optional Final 
Payment. Toyota Financial Services (UK) PLC; registered office Great Burgh, Burgh Heath, Epsom, Surrey. KT1S 5UZ, Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, Indemnities may be 
required. Finance subject to status to over IBs. Other finance offers are available but cannot be used in conjunction with this offer, Excess miles over contracted charged at Sp per mile. Toyota Centres 
are independent of Toyota Financial Services. Terms and conditions apply. Affordable finance through AccessToyota. 5 year /100,000 mile manufacturer warranty subject to terms and conditions. 










New cars 



Alpina D3 Bi-Turbo Touring 




SUMER 




Plush cabin looks great, while Alpina has opted for steering wheel-mounted shift paddles 



L Dean Gibson 

Dean_Gibson@dennis.co.uk 

GERMAN tuning firm Alpina has more 
than 50 years of experience making 
fast BMWs even faster. In fact, it’s so well 
respected that its cars are fully endorsed by 
BMW - you can get them serviced at any 
dealer - plus it has access to the newest 
models sooner than many rival tuners. 

As a result, it has just launched its 
updated D3 Bi-Turbo, which is based on 
BMW’s facelifted 3 Series. That means 
you get new LED daytime running lights, 
plus Alpina’s bodykit and 19 or 20-inch 
wheels, which give the D3 a purposeful 
look. Pinstripe logos are optional. 

Inside, Alpina has ditched the small 
gearchange buttons it normally fits to the 
back of the steering wheel and retained 
the standard car’s paddles to operate the 
eight-speed Switchtronic auto gearbox. 

Under the skin, the car uses the 
3.0-litre twin-turbo diesel from the 335d, 
although Alpina has uprated it with new air 
intakes and a larger intercooler to boost 
power to 345bhp and raise torque to 
700Nm. All that extra power is good, 



but perhaps more significantly, the D3 is 
rear-wheel drive - whereas BMW’s 335d 
is now only offered with xDrive 4WD. 

In reality, the Alpina has plenty of grip 
and a very effective traction control system, 
as it’s only in the wet where you would need 
the added security of four-wheel drive. In a 
straight line, the D3 is astonishingly fast, 
with in-gear response to match some 



supercars. In fact, a claimed 0-62mph time 
of 4.6 seconds is only three-tenths slower 
than the BMW M3. But take it easy, and this 
diesel sports car can return 50mpg economy. 

As well as being fast, the D3 Bi-Turbo 
is hugely capable in corners. With plenty 
of grip on offer, very little body roll and 
communicative steering, it handles with 
the precision and accuracy of a small sports 
car - making it easy to drive quickly on 
twisting back roads. Yet the Alpina is also 
a capable cruiser, and even when it’s 
fitted with 20-inch wheels, only the 
biggest potholes will unsettle the ride. 

If you go for the Touring estate body, 
you’ll have a practical family wagon 
with a 495-litre boot, which is more than 
enough space for most needs. Add in a 
plush interior with some bespoke Alpina 
touches and a long list of standard kit, 
and the Bi-Turbo is one of the most 
accomplished all-round sports cars 
you can buy. It’s just an added bonus 
that your whole family can enjoy it, too. 





Essentials 

Alpina 03 
Bi-Turbo Touring 



Price: 


£49,950 


Engine: 


3.0-litre 6cyl twin-turbo 


Power: 


345bhp 


Transmission: 


Eight-speed auto 
rear-wheel drive 


0-62mph: 


4.6 seconds 


Top speed: 


170mph 


Economy/C02: 


52.3mpg/142g/km 


ON SALE 


Now 




OPTIONS Alpina provides all the same 
extras you can get on a 335d, yet also 
offers plush leather seats and suede 
trim for the dash and steering wheel 




EQUIPMENT One of the central air 
vents can be blanked off and replaced 
by this additional gauge. But it's pricey, 
at £650, and reflects in the windscreen 




HERITAGE Name is well known, 
as Alpina has been fine-tuning BMWs 
since 1965 and has achieved success 
in touring and sports car racing 

1 Verdict 

THED3 Bi-Turbo Touring is one of the 
best all-round performance cars you 
can buy. It’s as close as you’ll get to 
an M3 Touring, although it delivers 
its performance in a more refined 
manner than BMW’s lairy M car. 

The rear-drive chassis is sharp and 
responsive, yet the ride is so well 
resolved that your passengers will 
barely notice the bigger wheels. Add 
in excellent real-world economy, and 
this Alpina is a gem of a sports car. 

★★★★★ 
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YOU CANT TOP A 




Panda Pop 1.2 5DR 


On the Road Price 


£9,375 


Monthly Payment 


£99 


Customer Saving* 


£1,450 


Optional Final Payment (incl. £10 Option fee) 


£2,172 


Offer Price 


£7,925 


Total Amount Payable by Customer 


£7,024 


Fiat Deposit Contribution 


£1,750 


Duration of Contract (months) 


48 


Customer Deposit 


£199 


Rate of Interest (fixed) 


5.20% 


Amount of Credit 


£5,976 


Representative 5.3% APR 



HURRY DOWN TO YOUR LOCAL DEALER NOW 



IporutSoi 



fiat.co.uk 



Fuel consumption for the Fiat Panda range in mpg (l/100km): Urban 42.8 (6.6) - 64.2 (4.4); Extra Urban 61.4 (4.6) - 80.7 (3.5); Combined 
55.4 (5.1) - 74.3 (3-8). C0 2 emissions 124 - 99 g/km. Fuel consumption and CO,, figures based on standard HJ tests for comparative purposes and may not railed real driving resuite. Model 
shown is Fiat Panda Pop 1.2 50 Ft ‘Fiat Panda Pop 1.2 50ft Customer Seeing is included in offer price of £7,925 and represents an extended promotional discount of £1,450 off Ihe On lire Road Price of £9,375. Terms 
& Conditions apply. Retail customers only. Not available in conjunction with any other promotion. Fiat Deposit Contributon ia only available in conjunction with Fiat i-Deal PCP. With Fiat i-Deal you have the option to 
return the vehicle snd not pay the final payment, subject to the vehicle not having exceeded an agreed annual mileage (a charge ot 6p per mile tor exceeding 6,000 miles per annum In this example) and tfeihg In good 
condition. Promotion available on Fiat Panda Pop T.2 models registered by 31st December 2015. Promotion subject to status, a guarantee may be required. Promotion may be varied or withdrawn at any tome without 
poor notification. Flat Financial Services, PQ Box 4465, Slough, Berkshire, SL1 GRW. 












SsangYong Tivoli 4x4 

■ FIRST IIK DRIVE Does 4WD boost crossover's appeal? 




Lawrence Allan 

Lawrence_Ailan@dennis.co.uk 



|TTj FOR years, SsangYong has been a bit- 
part player in the UK market, producing 
no-nonsense, rugged 4x4s with refinement 
and driver appeal taking a back seat. 

However, the new Tivoli, which is pitched 
as a rival to the Nissan Juke and Suzuki 
Vitara, is built to be a more desirable option. 
It’s now available with four-wheel drive, and 
we’ve tested it in the UK for the first time. 

It’s a relatively unique move in the small, 
fashionable crossover class. Suzuki will 
sell you a diesel Vitara with four-wheel 
drive and Nissan does have a 4x4 Juke, 
but only if you opt for the top-spec petrol 
model. SsangYong hasn’t just bolted on 
a second driveshaft here, though; the 
car has been fitted with a new multi-link 
rear suspension set-up to replace the 
torsion beam on the standard model. 

Yet the suspension hasn’t revolutionised 
the Tivoli. Although you notice slightly 
improved body control if you push on, the 
standard car is good enough in corners. And 
it hasn’t enhanced the ride, which remains 
unsettled on rough roads and at low speeds. 

What it does improve, however, is 
traction in the wet. In two-wheel-drive 
mode, the front tyres can spin all too 
easily despite the modest power, yet 
4WD keeps the Tivoli in check and gives 
it a planted feel. As you’d expect, it also 
makes it a decent off-roader, plus there’s 
a diff-lock mode that splits power 50:50 
over both axles. Yet this is no Land Rover 
Defender, as the ground clearance is 
too low for any serious mud plugging. 

The Tivoli 4x4 range starts from £17,100, 
but even our top-spec ELX test car, fitted 
with an automatic gearbox, still comes 
in at under £20,000. For that you also 
get heated leather seats, sat-nav, cruise 
control, parking sensors and keyless go. 



Four-wheel drive ensures Tivoli feels 
planted and composed in corners 
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SsangYong Tivoli 4x4 



Price: 


£19,500 


Engine: 


1.6-litre 4cyl diesel 


Power: 


113bhp 


Transmission: 


Six-speed auto, 
four-wheel drive 


0-62mph: 


11.0 seconds 


Top speed: 


107mph 


Economy: 


47.9mpg 


C0 2 : 


156g/km 


ON SALE NOW 



1 Verdict 

FOUR-wheel drive transforms the Tivoli from a fashionable 
crossover to a usable mini SUV, and it does so for a very 
reasonable price. It’s certainly no class leader to drive, but it’s 
SsangYong’s best road-biased car by a long stretch. ELX trim 
offers loads of kit, yet the automatic gearbox is best avoided. 

★★★☆☆ 




RF65JXY 



■ Coming soon 

NISSAN LEAF 

2017 

A more 'conventional' 
Leaf, previewed by 
the IDS concept (left), 
will debut in 2017 It 
will potentially have a 
300-mile electric range. 




SUPERMINIS 



Ford Ka Plus 


2017 


Ford Resta 


2017 


Kia Rio 


2018 


Nissan Micra summer 2016 


Renault TwingoGT 


2016 


Renault 5 


late 2017 


SEAT Ibiza 


2017 


Smart ForTwoBrabus 


mid 2016 


Suzuki Swift 


2017 


Suzuki Baleno 


2016 


Volkswagen Polo 


2017 


FAMILY CARS 




Alfa Romeo Giulia autumn 2016 


Alfa Romeo Giulia Estate 


late 2016 


Audi A3 three-cylinder 


2016 


BMW 3 Series Plug-in 


early 2016 


BMWi5 


2016 


RatTipo 


2016 


Honda Civic 


2017 


Honda FCV 


mid 2016 


Infiniti Q60 


late 2016 


Kia Optima estate 


2016 


Kia Spoilage 


2016 


JaguarXESportbrake 


2016 


Mazda large SUV 


2017 


MG5 


2020 


MINI Countryman 


2017 


Nissan Leaf 


2017 


Porsche Panamera 


2016 


Porsche Panamera estate 


2017 


Renault Megane 


mid 2016 


Tesla Model III 


late 2016 


Toyota Prius 


spring 2016 


Vauxhall Insignia 


2017 


VW Beetle Dune 


mid 2016 


VWGolfCC 


2016 


SPORTS CARS 




Abarth 124 Spider 


2017 


Abarth 500X 


late 2016 


Alfa4CStradale 


2016 


Alfa 6C 


2016 


Aston Martin DB11 


late 2016 


Aston Martin V8 Vantage 


early 2016 


AudiA5 


spring 2016 


Audi A9 


2018 


Audi RS4 


late 2016 


Audi S4 


mid 2016 


AudiTTRS 


2016 


AudiTTSportback 


2016 


AudiTTSportQuattro 


2016 


BMW i8 Plus 


late 2016 


BMW Ml 


2016 


BMW M2 


2016 


BMW M4 GTS 


2016 


Bugatti Chiron 


2017 


Caterham sports car 


2018 


Ferrari 488 Spider 


spring 2016 


Ford GT 


2016 


Ford Focus RS 


2016 


Honda CR-Z 


2017 


Honda NSX 


late 2016 


Infiniti Q60 


2016 


JaguarXER 


early 2016 


Kia GT4 Stinger 


2016 


Lamborghini Asterion LP910-4 2017 


Lamborghini HuracanSuperleggera 2016 


Lexus RC 


early 2016 


Lexus LF-LC 


2016 


Maserati Alfieri 


2017 


Maserati Gran Turismo 


late 2017 


McLaren 540 C 


2016 


Mercedes C 450 AMG Sport 


2M6~ 


Mercedes-AMG C 63 Coupe 


2016 


MG TF replacement 


2020 


MINI Clubman JCW 


2017 


Nissan PulsarNismo 


mid 2016 


Peugeot 308 RHYbrid 


2016 


Peugeot 408 GT 


2018 


Porsche 961 


2017 


Porsche Mission E 


spring 2017 


Porsche Pajun 


2018 



Toyota FT-1 (Supra) 


2017 


VWGolfR400 


2016 


TVR sports car 


2017 


VWGolfGTI Mk8 


summer2019 


VWScirocco GTS 


2016 


SUVs 




Alfa Romeo SUV 


2017 


Aston Martin DBX 


2017 


AudiQl 


2016 


AudiQ5 


2016 


Audi Q6 


2018 


Audi Q8 


2020 


AudiRS Q1 


late 2016 


Bentley ‘Baby’ Bentayga 


late 2017 


BMW 1 Series Sport Cross 


2017 


BMWX2 


2017 


BMWX3 


2016 


BMWX7 


2018 


Citroen Grand Cactus 


2017 


Dacia Duster facelift 


2016 


DS3SUV 


2018 


Ford Edge 


spring 2016 


Infiniti QX30 


mid 2016 


Jaguar F-Pace 


2016 


Jaguar ‘Baby’ F-Pace 


2017 


Kia Niro 


2018 


Lamborghini Urus 


2018 


Land Rover Defender 


2018 


Land Rover Discovery 5 


late 2016 


Lexus RX 


early 2016 


Maserati Levante 


2016 


Mercedes-AMG GT four-door 201 7 


Mercedes GLC Coupe 


early 2016 


Mercedes GLS 


early 2016 


MGGS 


summer 2016 


Mitsubishi ASX 


spring 2017 


Mitsubishi Shogun 


2017 


Nissan Juke 


summer 2018 


Peugeot 3008 


2017 


Porsche Cayenne Coupe 


2017 


Porsche Panamera 


late 2016 


Qoros 2 SUV 


2016 


Qoros3 CitySUV 


2017 


Renault Alaskan pick-up 


2016 


Renault seven-seat SUV 


2017 


Rolls-Royce Cullinan 


2018 


SEAT SUV 


late 2016 


Skoda seven-seat SUV 


late 2016 


Skoda Coupe SUV 


2017 


Skoda Yeti 


2017 


Suzuki Ignis 


2017 


Tesla ModelX 


spring 2016 


Toyota C- HR 


summer 2016 


Volkswagen Tiguan 


2016 


Volkswagen Golf SUV 


2017 


Volvo XC40 


2018 


Volvo XC60 


2017 


PEOPLE MOVERS 




Renault Scenic 


late 2016 


CABRIOLETS 




Audi R8Spyder 


spring 2016 


Abarth 124Spider 


2017 


BMW M2 Convertible 


2017 


Rat 124 Spider 


summer2016 


Jaguar F-TypeSVR 


2016 


JaguarXE Convertible 


2016 


Lamborghini HuracanSpyder 2016 


Mercedes C-Class Cabriolet mid 2016 


Mercedes S-Class Cabriolet early 2016 


MINI Convertible 


2016 


Range Rover Evoque Cabriolet 2016 


Rolls-Royce Dawn 


2016 


VW Beetle Dune cabriolet 


2016 


LUXURY CARS 




AudiA8 


2017 


BMW 5 Series 


2016 


Cadillac ELR 


2016 


Infiniti Q80 


2017 


Lexus GS 


2016 


Mercedes E-Class 


2016 


Rolls-Royce Phantom 


2017 


VW Phaeton 


2017 



055 


DRIVER 




PfeWER 



Buying a new car? 

Tell us about your experience 

www.autoexpress.co.uk/driverpower 



www.autoexpress.co.uk 






Your personal 



road safety guardian 

Enjoy peace of mind while driving. Philips automotive driving 
recorder will protect you in case the unexpected happens. 

• Hassle free & reliable with emergency support 

• Vivid details with 1080p Full HD definition 
■ With collision detection & fatigue alert 

• Impartial evidence anytime 




Scan the QR code 
to find out more 
and buy your own 
camera. 




ADR610 

* \0O degree wide angle lens 



ADR810 

* 156 degree wide angle lens 

* Perfect night view 

* Emergency EasyCapture* to always catch 
the unexpected 




powerbulbs PHILIPS 

www.powerbulbs.com 






One to beat: Skoda Citigo 



THE Ka Plus will have a tough job to beat our current city car champ, 
the Citigo. We’ve given the smallest Skoda consistently high praise 
since its launch back in 2012, and it’s still our favourite choice in this 
class despite stiff competition from the likes of Renault’s new Twingo 
and the superb Hyundai ilO. And things are set to become even 
tougher in 2016 as the Citigo’s expected to get a facelift, too. 



Visit auloexpress.co.uk for the latest new cars mm 



CITY CAR 

Ford Ka 



ON SALE: July 2016 



FORD’S original Ka was a best-seller, but the current model’s 
never hit the spot. It’s based on the same platform as the 
Fiat 500, yet it’s less characterful - and costs more. The new 
car looks set to change that, though, with an emphasis on 
practicality and a new platform, plus a fresh name: Ka Plus. 

So far we’ve only seen spy shots in the UK, but as it’s 
already gone on sale in emerging markets such as Brazil, 
we know what to expect. The design is virtually unchanged 
from the concept revealed in 2013, with Ford’s ‘family face’ 
grafted on to a longer, wider and lower body than before. 

The Ka Plus is likely to be a five-door, instead of the 
current three-door. We’re expecting EcoBoost petrol motors, 
although the model we saw testing on British roads was a 
1.5-litre diesel - rare in a city car. Ford is also likely to be 
engineering a different suspension set-up for UK tarmac. 







DEMAND for Nissan’s smallest model 
has waned in the face of newer rivals, 
but the Micra still has fans who prize 
its solid reliability and ease of driving. 

We’ve struggled to recommend it 
due to a flimsy, dated interior and poor 
dynamics, although the new model 
looks set to be an entirely different 
proposition. The Nissan Sway Concept, 
revealed at 201 5’s Geneva Motor Show, 
previews the next-generation car and 
shows a revised design language that 
should help the newcomer compete 
in an already busy sector. 

It gets a much more rakish look than 
the current Micra, with bold shapes and 
slashes dominating the sides. We’ve 
not had any concrete details about the 
new model, but we’d expect to see a 
range of small turbocharged petrol 
engines to help improve performance 
and efficiency across the range. 

The current interior is a sticking point 
- it’s simply too dark, with acres of cheap 
plastic and an uninspiring design that 
buyers in this competitive sector won’t 
stand for. But the new car’s expected 
to take a leaf out of the Qashqai’s book, 
with an intuitive infotainment system 
and higher-quality plastics. 



One to beat: Volkswagen Polo 

WITH a great driving experience, strong residuals and a class-leading interior, 
the Polo is a tough act to compete with. Even Nissan’s most expensive models 
don’t have a cabin to rival the VW’s, and the German brand’s premium image 
puts the car a step above its rival in the eyes of many younger buyers. The 
new Micra will undercut the Polo on price, and if it drives as well as it 
looks, then the supermini market could be in for quite a shake-up. 
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"Next-generation Ford city car 
looks set to put emphasis on 




New cars 




Next gear’s hottest new models 



Our class-by-class guide previews some of the great 
cars coming to showrooms in the next 12 months 



Jonathan Burn 

Jonathan_Burn@dennis.co.uk 
i @Jonathan_burn 

IT’S been a bumper year for new car launches. 
Everything from new superminis to SUVs has 
landed in dealers - and the industry shows no 
signs of slowing despite the recent ‘dieselgate’ 
scandal. Some important new cars are already 
scheduled for 2016, and we’ve looked into the 
future to show you what’s worth waiting for. 

If you’re in the market for a new crossover 
and don’t fancy the current class leader, then 



the new Kia Sportage might be for you, while 
a refreshed Toyota Prius seems set to command 
the eco car crown. For something a bit flashier, 
take a look at the drop-top Range Rover Evoque, 
while if money’s no object, you’d be silly not 
to consider the new Aston Martin DB11. 

Our class-by-class guide runs through the 
best new models due in 2016, and details the 
existing class leaders they need to beat at next 
year’s Auto Express New Car Awards. Whatever 
you do, don’t go putting down a deposit on any 
new car without reading the next eight pages. 






Kia 



CROSSOVER 



THE crossover class is growing faster 
than any other sector of the UK new car 
market, and Kia’s Sportage has long 
been a strong seller thanks to its good 
looks, decent drive and great practicality. 

The current car is nearing the end of 
its life, and so we eagerly await the new 
model, which debuted at September’s 
Frankfurt show. It moves things on in 
terms of styling, with redesigned lights 
and an evolution of Kia’s ‘tiger nose’ 
grille complementing a muscular body. 

We drove an early pre-production 
version this year, and noticed that Kia 
had reduced the focus on the ‘Sport’ 
part of Sportage, with the new car tuned 
for comfort rather than handling. That’s 
no bad thing, though, and means when 
it eventually arrives here it should cope 
well with Britain’s battered tarmac. 

Kia claims the new model will have 
its “most refined, high-quality cabin to 
date”, and will get soft-touch materials 
as well as upgraded infotainment. Lots 
of equipment is expected, and the show 
car had smart LED lights all-round. 

To compete in this sector, though, 
the Sportage has to be all things to 
all people - well priced and good to 
drive, as well as practical and efficient. 




One to beat: Renault Kadjar 



THE Renault Kadjar is built on the same platform as Nissan’s Qashqai, 
but manages to better it in virtually every department. It’s got a bold 
exterior and a spacious, high-quality cabin. As with the Kadjar, Kia’s 
new Sportage will be pitched towards family buyers, so the best way 
to compete will be to try to beat the Renault at its own game. A range 
of strong turbocharged engines completes an impressive package. 
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New cars pr evie 



ON SALE: September 2016 



THE new A4 is the most important car Audi has launched in nearly a decade, yet we're 
equally interested in its coupe sibling, the A5. Our spies have caught it on test, and now 
this exclusive image shows a similar nose to the A4. There's a swoopier, more rakish 
rear, while a sloping roofline and more exaggerated proportions complete the look. 

The newcomer is likely to retain the strong driving dynamics of the saloon, thanks 
in part to the new MLB platform. This will also allow a weight saving of around 100kg, 
while boosting handling, performance and efficiency. As always with Audi, we can 
expect quicker S5 and RS5 models in the future, but from launch the A5 will share its 
engine line-up with the four-door A4. There'll be a 1.4 TFSI petrol and a 3.0-litre diesel, 
plus an e-tron plug-in hybrid exempt from road tax and the London Congestion Charge. 
As the range evolves, a five-door A5 Sportback and an A5 Cabriolet are likely to appear. 



One to beat: Mercedes C-Class Coupe 

THE Mercedes C-Class Coupe will be tough for the A5 to beat, as it channels 
the style and sophistication of the pricier S-Class Coupe into a smaller 
package. It shares its front end with the C-Class saloon, while a handsome 
rear and sloping roofline provide a striking look. We were impressed when 
we drove it earlier this year, yet Audi may have the edge when it comes to 
engines, as the C-Class Coupe still uses Mercedes' archaic 2.1-litre diesel. 



LARGE FAMILY GAR Alfa Giulia on sale: October 2016 



ONE of the most eagerly awaited cars 
of 2016 is the Alfa Romeo Giulia, and 
we’re hoping it’ll mark a return to form 
for the Italian brand. We’ve only seen 
the bonkers QV version with a 500bhp 
V6 engine so far, but more family- 
friendly petrol and diesel models will 
debut in the new year with a choice 
of manual or automatic gearboxes, 
plus rear or all-wheel-drive. 

One of the main attractions to the 
Alfa will undoubtedly be its looks. Like 
it or not, the Giulia is a striking car, with 
a chiselled body and trademark grille. 
We’re all hopeful that it will be good to 
drive - and Alfa will be keen to offer the 
sort of driver involvement that’s been 
missing from its range for some time 
now. This will be aided by 50:50 weight 
distribution and a lightweight body. 

All cars will offer sophisticated multi- 
link rear suspension, with optional 
adaptive dampers and a DNA variable 
driving system. Even the Giulia’s interior 
has been designed from a blank canvas, 
and it looks much more stylish and sturdy 
than recent efforts inside the MiTo and 
Giulietta. Let’s hope the quality is up 
to the high standard set by rivals like 
the new Audi A4 and BMW 3 Series. 





One to beat: laguarXE 

THE Giulia takes the fight to the Jaguar XE, which became our favourite 
compact executive soon after its release. It takes all that’s good about modern 
Jags and improves it - and the final package is one of the best driving cars 
around. Stunning looks and frugal engines complete the package, meaning 
Alfa will have its work cut out for the class crown. The Jag's weak spot is its 
practicality, so if the Giulia can prove easy to live with, it may pip the XE. 
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Class of 2016 New cars preview 



EAMILY CAR Renault Megane 

ON SALE: Summer 




WITH the Renault Kadjar now setting the standard in the mid-size SUV class, 
the 2016 Megane is under a lot of pressure. Revealed to a great fanfare at 
the Frankfurt Motor Show, the family hatch has taken on a bold new design 
direction in the hope of moving the game on from the current model. 

It’s now lower, wider and longer than before, plus 
Renault’s new oversized diamond logo appears 
alongside swept-back headlamps and C-shaped 
LED daytime running lights. The curvy body shape is 
influenced by the not-for-UK Talisman saloon’s, while 
the stretched rear lights and slim windowline give 
even the five-door model an almost coupe-like profile. 

Inside, the old Megane’s dark and drab cabin has 
been replaced by a more upright dash and a portrait- 
style central touchscreen on top-spec cars. Renault 
has been stung by criticism of its low-rent interiors, 
and will focus on improving this here. Plus, space 
will increase thanks to a 28mm longer wheelbase. 

The engine range is yet to be announced, but we 
can expect fresh or revised turbo petrol and diesel 
engines (the GT-spec show car featured a 202bhp 
petrol). Renaultsport will also be on hand to help 
the Megane take the fight to the Honda Civic Type R. 



"Family hatch has taken on 
a bold new design direction 
and is lower, wider and 
longer than before" 




One to beat: Vauxhall Astra 



AS with the new Megane, expectations were high for Vauxhall’s Mk7 
Astra, and it’s certainly delivered, as our 32-page special reveals, starting 
on Page 59. We gave it a full five-star rating in our first drive thanks to its 
impressive weight loss, improved interior space and well judged ride and 
handling. Efficiency and performance are helped by the lower kerbweight, 
while the classy cabin is set apart by tech like the OnStar concierge system. 



MPV Vauxhall Zafira ON SALE: Late 2016 



THE large family MPV is a dying breed, 
with many customers choosing SUVs for 
an extra dose of style without sacrificing 
practicality. And Vauxhall intends to 
capitalise on this with the new Zafira, 
which will ditch its boxy styling to 
become a tough-looking MPV-crossover, 
as our exclusive image reveals. 

The brand plans to call the Zafira 
(and its smaller Meriva sibling) a CUV 
- short for Crossover Utility Vehicle - 
rather than an MPV. The new Zafira will 
come out of an agreement Vauxhall has 
with PSA Peugeot-Citroen, spawning 
other vehicles on the same platform. 

Despite the shared DNA, Vauxhall 
says the cars won’t be alike, and that 
“the average UK consumer will not 
know they came off the same lines”. 

The new car will use Vauxhall’s latest 
design language, with a large, upright 
grille and air vents. Sleek lights and a 
floating roofline complete the look. 
Inside, we’re hoping for a practical yet 
durable look to match the class leaders’. 

It’s expected that the new model 
won’t immediately replace the existing 
Zafira Tourer, but instead the two will be 
sold alongside one another for a while 
before the chunky CUV takes over. 





One to beat: Citroen C4 Picasso 



CITROEN’S C4 Picasso is currently our favourite MPV, and the Zafira won’t 
have an easy job on its hands taking its crown. Bold looks and a pleasing 
cabin design help it feel more upmarket than traditional people carriers, 
while the tech, space and comfortable ride make it one of our favourite 
Citroens of the past decade. We’ll put the Zafira head-to-head with the 
Picasso in 2016 to see if the revamped MPV-SUV has what it takes. 
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